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Preface 

Are you experiencing persecution in your life as a Christian? Are you tempted to leave your min-
istry because of threats? If so, then you need to hear afresh the words of the Book of Revelation on 
the problem of persecution, because the Book of Revelation graphically and powerfully encourages 
persecuted Christians to stand firm in their faith and continue in their ministries. It is hoped that this 
volume will bring that encouragement to the hearts of those that are tempted to give up because of the 
persecution they experience.  

In this book selected passages of Revelation considered most relevant to the suffering church are ex-
plained. Remember that although most of the persecution and martyrdom described in the Book of Rev-
elation will only come to pass in the coming Seven Year Tribulation, a great deal of what it says about 
persecution and martyrdom is very applicable today. 

All the passages that appear like this are simply historical fiction. They describe how the persecuted 
congregation in Smyrna might have responded to their first hearing of the Book of Revelation.  

         

           Dave Hagelberg 
           June 2013 
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Introduction 

Recipients of Revelation 
Each of these seven congrega-
tions shown on the map on the 
right had their distinct charac-
teristics, and the Lord draws 
upon those distinct character-
istics as He sends the mes-
sages to those seven churches. 
These were real people in real 
churches in real cities in what 
is now western Turkey. 

As a part of the Bible, this 
book was also written to all 
Christians (Revelation 2:7, 17, 
29, etc.). 

Date of Writing 
The Lord’s message to the congregation in Smyrna indicates that they had been and would be per-
secuted. Also, in Pergamum, a man named Antipas had already been martyred. John had been exiled 
to Patmos. Many scholars believe that it was not until the reign of Domitian, who reigned from 
81-96 AD, that Christians outside of Rome were persecuted because they would not participate in the 
worship of the emperor.  Domitian had himself called Dominus et Deus noster (“our Lord and God”). 1

For this and some other reasons, conservative biblical scholars usually date the writing of this book 
at about 95 AD, but it is a timeless book with prophecies about the end of the age that shed valuable 
light on our own age. 

Purpose 
The Book of Revelation was written and then sent to the Christians of seven congregations (and to 
all believers in Jesus Christ) so that seeing who the Lord really is in chapter one, and reading how 
He responds to the seven churches in chapters two and three, and learning what He will do when 
He returns in the rest of the book, they will obey the commands He gives in chapters two and 
three. 

For the faithful that are persecuted, the Book of Revelation reminds them of the suffering of Christ 
and His victory at the Cross, encourages them to be steadfast, and shows them how they will be 
rewarded, if they will be faithful until death. 

Historical Context 
In the Roman province of Asia the worship of the emperor was strong. Refusing to worship the 
emperor, to burn the incense and to say “Caesar is Lord,” could easily result in death or banishment 
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to a prison island, depending on the official’s whim. There had been persecution against Christians 
before the book was written (Antipas’s martyrdom is mentioned in 2:13) and directly after it was 
written (in 2:10). When Revelation was written, worship of the Emperor Domitian was often required 
as a sign of political loyalty. 

Early on the morning of July 19 in the year 64 there was a fire at the Circus Maximus (where chariot 
races were performed). For five days the fire burned in Rome. According to some eyewitnesses there 
were people who added wood to the fire, and people who hindered the firefighters. According to 
rumors, Nero had the fires started because he wanted to build Rome again according to his own 
dreams. Nero accused the Christians of starting the fires, and cruelly punished them. Some were 
crucified, some were dressed in animal skins and thrown to hungry dogs, and some were smeared with 
tar and lit like torches. According to strong tradition, the Apostles Paul and Peter were martyred dur-
ing the persecution that Nero ordered.  2

Interpretation 
Although there are several other ways to try to interpret the Book of Revelation, this author is con-
vinced that chapters one, two and three tell about a vision that the Apostle John had of Christ, and 
about His seven messages to seven churches in that era. Then chapters 4-22 are prophecies that will 
come to pass sometime in the future, at the end of the age. News about the coming of the Lord Jesus is 
relevant for each generation of God’s people because that news comforts God’s people who are 
faithful, and brings fear to the unfaithful. Just as people do not go on a picnic as storm clouds are 
gathering, so also we do not live for ourselves when the Word of God says “Blessed is he who… obeys 
what is written in it, because the time is already near” (Revelation 1:3). 

As bewildering as the Book of Revelation might seem in some passages, understanding that chapters 1-
3 took place in John’s time and that chapters 4-22 are prophecy about what will happen when the Lord 
returns follows the plain and simple approach, as is made clear from 1:19. This understanding guards the 
unity of the structure of Revelation.  3

Even though Revelation contains many symbols, that does not mean that each text has to be interpret-
ed figuratively or allegorically. A “literal interpretation” can acknowledge and even celebrate the use 
of symbols. So, in this commentary, the author uses the “literal interpretation,” meaning that what-
ever can be interpreted in a literal way should be interpreted in a literal way. And whatever does not 
make sense to interpret literally has to be given a figurative meaning. For instance, the “seven stars” 
which the Lord holds in His hand should not be interpreted as literal stars,  and Revelation 12 is 4

clearly full of figures of speech. 

Key Verse 
Revelation 1:3, which says “Blessed is the one who reads and blessed are those who hear the words of 
this prophecy and keep those things written in it, for the time is near,” is the key verse of the whole 
Book of Revelation. The blessing will come to each one who obeys the Book of Revelation. Those 
blessings or rewards are explained in Revelation 2:7, 10-11, 17, 26-28; 3:5, 11-12, 21; and 6:11, among 
many other passages. 
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Overview and Structure 

If we desire to experience the blessing promised in Revelation 1:3 then we need to “keep those things 
written in it.” But this is not as simple as it might seem: only commands can be “kept” or obeyed. In the 
Book of Revelation the commands are only in chapters two and three. From chapter four to chapter 22 
there are basically no commands for us to keep. 

Revelation 1:19 is the key to understanding the structure of the book: 

“Write, therefore,  
 the things you saw, 
 and the things that are  
 and the things that will be after these things.” 

The Lord is clearly telling John to write three things, and the book has three parts. That helps us a 
great deal as we interpret the book! 

The following diagram shows this overall structure of the book. The first three chapters are about 
things in John’s lifetime, and chapters 4-22 are about the end times. 

As 1:19 makes clear, the Book of Revelation has three major sections. In the first section, 1:9-20, the Lord 
gave the Apostle John a vision of Himself. If we were able to fully understand and then live out the 
implications of that vision, we would have no need for any further revelation. But we did not un-
derstand, for instance, how we might apply the fact that the Lord was dead, and now lives. So in 
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chapters two and three, the second section, the Lord gave to seven churches seven messages perfectly 
suited to their exact situations. Those seven messages are very compelling, but in order to strengthen 
those messages, beginning in chapter four the Lord gave John a series of visions of the future, visions 
of what will become of this world, and what will replace it. And throughout those visions the seven 
messages to the seven churches are reinforced. In His victorious return the Lord will bring the rewards 
promised in the second section, the seven messages, and those that oppress the Lord’s people will be 
judged. Those visions are the third section of the book. 

In summary, 
1. chapter 1, The Vision that shows who Jesus Christ is 
2. chapters 2-3, Seven Messages that demand obedience and promise rewards 
3. chapters 4-22, The Victorious Return of Jesus Christ in which He will defeat every enemy and 

give out those rewards 

Bauckham  suggests that the seven messages of chapters two and three are seven different intro5 -
ductions to the rest of the book! This would mean that the message to the persecuted congregation in 
Smyrna serves as their introduction to the prophetic section, in which they will see the fate of their op-
pressors and the great rewards awaiting those that faithfully endure persecution. 

Outline 
I. “What you have seen” (1:1-20) 
 A. Introduction (1:1-8) 
 B. The Vision (1:9-20) 

II. “What is now” (2:1-3:22) 
 A. Message to the church in Ephesus (2:1-7) 
 B. Message to the church in Smyrna (2:8-11) 
 C. Message to the church in Pergamum (2:12-17) 
 D. Message to the church in Thyatira (2:18-29) 
 E. Message to the church in Sardis (3:1-6) 
 F.  Message to the church in Philadelphia (3:7-13) 
 G. Message to the church in Laodicea (3:14-22) 

The messages to the seven churches follow this basic pattern:  
1. The Recipient 
2. The Characteristic of Christ 
3. Praise for the Church 
4. Criticism 
5. Demand 
6. Warning 
7. Promise 

III. “What will happen after this” (4-22) 
 A. Vision of Throne Room (4:1-5:14) 
 B. Time of Torment (6:1-20:3) 
  1. Seven Seals (6:1-8:6) 
First Insertion: 144,000 People Sealed (7:1-8) 
Second Insertion: Many people… who come out of the great tribulation (7:9-17) 
  2. Seven Trumpets (8:7-11:19) 
Third Insertion: Scroll (10:1-11) 
Fourth Insertion: Two Witnesses (11:1-14) 
Fifth Insertion: The Woman, the Child and the Dragon (12:1-17) 
Sixth Insertion: First Beast (13:1-10) 
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Seventh Insertion: Second Beast (13:11-18) 
Eighth Insertion: 144,000 People (14:1-5) 
Ninth Insertion: Three Angels (14:6-13) 
Tenth Insertion: Harvest of the Earth (14:14-16) 
Eleventh Insertion: Harvest of Grapes on the Earth (14:17-20) 
  3. Seven Bowls (15:1-16:21) 
  4. Babylon as a Prostitute (17:1-18) 
  5. City of Babylon Destroyed (18:1-24) 
  6. Rejoicing in Heaven (19:1-10) 
  7. Christ Returns (19:11-14) 
  8. Christ Defeats the Beast and his Army (19:15-21) 
  9. Satan Defeated (20:1-3) 
 C. The Millennium and Judgment (20:4-15) 
  1. Those who Reign with Christ for 1000 Years (20:4-6) 
  2. Final Rebellion (20:7-10) 
  3. White Throne Judgment (20:11-15) 
 D. The New Jerusalem (21:1-22:5) 
  1. Introduction: New Jerusalem (21:1-8) 
  2. Walls an 
d Gates of the New Jerusalem (21:9-21) 
  3. Glory of the New Jerusalem (21:22-27) 
  4. River of Life and Servants of the Lamb in the New Jerusalem (22:1-5) 
 E. The Conclusion of the Vision (22:6-17) 
 F. The Conclusion of the Book of Revelation (22:18-21) 
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Exposition 

I. “What you have seen” (1:1-20) 
This section is the core and basis of the whole book, because it is the vision of the Lord Jesus. The other 
parts of the book connect back to this core. In effect, if the congregation in Smyrna could just respond 
properly to what this vision shows them concerning the Lord Jesus, they would have no need to read 
any further. However, they and we will need help in responding rightly to this section, and that help 
will be found in the remainder of the book. 

 A. Introduction (1:1-8) 
John orients his readers before plunging in to the revelation. This is accomplished in the introduction, 
verses 1:1-8. The author tells us a little about himself and greets his readers. 

1:1 The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show to His slaves what things must 
happen suddenly. He made it known by sending it through His angel to His slave John, 
This verse is a serious statement about the authority of the Book of Revelation: it comes from God and 
is given to His servants via an entirely reliable process. This verse describes the process of revela-
tion: God gave the revelation to Jesus Christ who made it known by sending it through His 
angel to His slave John who is to give it to God’s slaves, people who believe and obey Him, either in 
the seven churches or holy people of other times and places! 

The Lord does not want the book to become merely a subject for academic study or debate. He re-
minds us that all these things must happen suddenly, so we must be ready. In accordance with 
the primary purpose of Revelation stated above, what things must happen suddenly need to be 
shown to His servants so their lives can be conformed to the truth of His coming. 

1:2 who testified to the word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ, which he saw. 
This statement serves as a validating signature: John testified that this is a valid revelation, so to re-
ject this revelation one must reject John’s testimony. In John 21:24 he likewise testified to the validity 
of the Gospel of John. Persecuted believers can trust this testimony. 

1:3 Blessed is the one who reads, and blessed are those who hear the words of this prophecy 
and keep those things written in it, for the time is near. 
This theme of blessing is very important in the Book of Revelation. The blessing is for the one who 
reads the book to the congregation, and for those that obey it. The seven blessings of the book refer 
to special end-of-the-age happiness for obedient people. 
 • 1:3 Blessed is the one who reads, and blessed are those who hear the words of this 
prophecy and keep those things written in it, for the time is near. (In English the word “blessed” 
appears twice in this verse, but in the Greek it is there only once.) 
 • 14:13 Then I heard a voice from heaven saying, “Write: Blessed are the dead that die in the 
Lord from now on.” “Yes,” says the Spirit, “so that they can rest from their toil, because their deeds 
follow them.” 
 • 16:15 “Look, I am coming like a thief ! Blessed is he who stays alert and guards his clothing, 
lest he have to walk about naked and people see his shameful state.” 
 • 19:9 And he said to me, “Write, ‘Blessed are those who have been invited to the banquet of 
the wedding of the Lamb!’” 
 • 20:6 Blessed and holy is he that has a part in the first resurrection. Upon them the second 
death has no authority, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ and they shall reign with Him 
for a thousand years. 
 • 22:7 “And look, I am coming suddenly! Blessed is the one keeping the words of the prophe-
cy of this book.” 
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 • 22:14 “Blessed are they that do His commands, so that the right will be theirs to the tree of 
life, and that they might enter through the gates into the city.” 

According to Bauckham,  the seven blessings of the book are the essence of the purpose of the 6

book. The blessings are given seven times because the happiness of everyone that obeys this book 
is a perfect happiness. 

Those that obey will be blessed. This is a key verse for the book. Each of the seven messages that 
make up chapters two and three includes a blessing for obedience, although the word blessed does 
not appear in chapters two and three. We are to obey this book because soon He that is revealed in 
its first section, that is, He that speaks in the second section, will return, be victorious, and give out 
the rewards that He has promised to His obedient ones, as is described in the third section. 

If we yearn for this blessing, and continue to read this book in order to obey and be blessed, we may 
find ourselves very frustrated. So much of this book is about visions of the future, terrible judgments 
and heavenly events – what are we to obey? This simple question points us to the great importance of 
chapters two and three, for that is where the commands are found in this book. In obeying those com-
mands we will be blessed. 

1:4 John, to the seven churches in the province of  Asia: Grace to you and peace from God  who 7 8

is, and who was, and who is coming, and from the seven spirits before His throne, 
According to these greetings, this book is addressed to the seven churches in the Roman province 
of Asia. In effect, the book is like a letter sent to them. They are seven literal churches whose locations 
are mentioned in 1:11. 

The seven churches that were chosen were all located along a Roman postal road. Anyone wanting 
to communicate with the churches of the province of Asia would sail into the harbor of Ephesus, 
and then follow that Roman postal road from Ephesus to Smyrna, and on to each of the other churches, 
in the order given in Revelation 2-3. However, all through the ages there have been churches like 
those seven churches. 

1:5 and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of 
the kings of the earth. To Him who loves us and has washed us from our sins by His blood, 

Since it is often the kings of the earth that persecute people, it will also be a great comfort to know 
that, despite all appearances, the Lord Jesus is the ruler of the kings of the earth. When the name 
of the Lord Jesus is mentioned, praise overflows from John’s heart. Further, it is He that loves us 
and has washed us from our sins by His blood. In the original language the word “love” is in the 
Present Tense, meaning that the Lord Jesus continually loves us. 

His love was most perfectly proved when He washed us from our sins by his blood. This is the 
Gospel, a Gospel not just of forgiveness, but also of cleansing from our sins. 

1:6 and has made us to be a kingdom, priests before God, even His Father – to Him be the glo-
ry and the power for ever and ever! Amen. 
The wonderful thing is that here in Revelation 1:6 what had been a blessing that required obedience to 
the Law of Moses (note Exodus 19:5-6) is now a blessing already given to us, based on the sacrifice of the 
Lamb of God. 

1:7 Look, He is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see Him, even those who pierced 
Him; and all the tribes of the earth will mourn because of Him. Yes, amen. 
The congregation in Smyrna is mourning as they read these words, but the day will come when 
they will rejoice, and all the unbelieving tribes of the earth will mourn because of Him. 
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1:8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is, and who was, and who is 
coming, the Almighty.” 
The expression Alpha and Omega speaks of God’s supremacy throughout all time. Maybe today He 
would say “A and Z.” God already existed before the beginning and will still exist after the end. In 21:6 
the same expression is used and is completed with the words “the Beginning and the End.” 

The use of the expression, the Lord God the Almighty speaks of the sovereignty of God. This empha-
sis on God’s sovereignty is closely tied not only to the judgment that will fall upon the earth in the 
last days, but also to the commands given to us in chapters two and three. 

 B. The Vision (1:9-20) 
1:9 I, John, your brother and partner in the affliction and kingdom and endurance in 
Christ Jesus, was on the island called Patmos because of the word of God and because of the 
testimony of Jesus Christ. 
John introduces himself as their brother and partner in the affliction and kingdom and en-
durance in Christ Jesus. Perhaps to encourage the original readers, who were already suffering or 
would soon suffer persecution, John just uses his name, without any reminder of his high prestige as 
apostle. The Lord Jesus, who already suffered and won the victory over death, gives His word to the 
original readers through the Apostle John, who also suffered. 

The theme of affliction and endurance comes up here, and will be a major ongoing theme in the 
book. Likewise we see that the word and testimony of martyrs and the exiled John are consistently 
emphasized. Note 6:9; 12:11; and 20:4. 

The island of Patmos and its harbor are on the sailing routes between Rome and Ephesus. John was 
there because of the word of God and because of the testimony of Jesus. Some might say this 
means he was there to evangelize, but that is unlikely, given how out of the way the place was. In 
accord with later traditions,  the most natural understanding of this text was that he was exiled there 9

because of his Christian ministry. 

1:10-11 I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day, and behind me I heard a loud voice like a 
trumpet, saying “That which you see, write on a scroll and send it to the seven churches: to 
Ephesus, and to Smyrna, and to Pergamum, and to Thyatira, and to Sardis, and to Phil-
adelphia, and to Laodicea.” 
John is commanded to record the visions that he will see. This book is not the result of John’s environ-
ment or situation. It is the result of actual visions given to him by the Lord Jesus Christ. It is reliable, not 
because John was a great man, but because it is a revelation from Jesus Christ! 

What follows is the core of the revelation of Christ, around which the entire book revolves. This vi-
sion is the most recent biblical “portrait” of the Lord Jesus Christ, and is worth studying with great 
care. There are details of this “portrait” that are hard for us to understand, but some of them are 
clarified in 1:20–3:22. 

1:12 And then I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me. And turning I saw seven gold-
en lampstands, 
As the Lord Himself explains in 1:20, the seven golden lampstands symbolize the seven churches 
mentioned above. This symbol is appropriate because the lamp, as a source of light, is set on a 
lampstand so its light can fill the surrounding space. In the same way, the church is not a source of light 
but the place from which the light shines. 

1:13 and in the midst of the seven lampstands, someone like a son of man, wearing a full-
length robe with a golden sash wrapped around His chest. 
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Verses 13-18 are the background for the descriptions that the Lord uses of Himself in the beginning of 
all but one of the seven messages of chapters two and three, descriptions that are appropriate for the 
special needs or characteristics of each of the churches. 

Verse 13 is interpreted with the help of verse 20 where the Lord Jesus says “the seven lampstands are 
the seven churches.” So this text means that the Lord Jesus is in the midst of His churches. How true 
this is! The Lord walks in the midst of the churches, He is present. We must always remember this, or 
we will grow cold in our hearts, even if we continue to outwardly serve Him well as happened the 
church in Ephesus (Revelation 2:1) when they left their first love.  

1:14 Now His head and hair were white as wool, as white as snow, and His eyes were like a 
flame of fire. 
The congregation in Thyatira was warned that His eyes are like a flame of fire. That was perhaps 
because the leadership there had tolerated sin, and needed to be told that He tests people’s hearts 
(2:23). So it would seem that eyes like a flame of fire emphasizes that He is able to see into people’s 
hearts. 

1:15 His feet were like bronze burning in a furnace, and His voice was like the sound of 
many waters. 
Metal that is heated in a furnace until it is burning or glowing is dangerously hot. The Lord Jesus 
is worthy of being a judge. Just as His eyes can test the hearts of men, in the same way His feet 
can enforce the judgment He makes. For this reason, the congregation in Thyatira was warned concern-
ing His feet, which were like bronze burning in a furnace. Individuals and congregations that do 
not deal with sin are warned! 

1:16 And in His right hand He had seven stars, and coming out of His mouth there was a sharp 
double-edged sword. And His face was like the sun shining in its power. 
The Lord Jesus has the seven stars in His right hand. In 1:20 we learn that the seven stars refer to 
the seven angels or messengers from the seven churches. Having them in His right hand might 
mean He has power over them, or that He is protecting them. 

If the incident with the double-edged sword in Joshua 5:13-15 can be used to help interpret this pas-
sage, it means the Lord can help, and He can oppose, depending upon the character of the people He 
is dealing with. Take care, that sword is double-edged, so it can be used against enemies or against fol-
lowers, if there is need! 

We read here that His face was like the sun shining in its power. Apparently His glory was so 
amazing that His face could not be looked upon any more than you might look upon the sun shining 
in its power. 

1:17 When I saw Him, I fell at His feet as though dead, and He set His right hand on me 
saying, “Do not fear. I am the First and the Last. 
This is the most appropriate response to the glory of the Lord Jesus. Indeed, others that have experi-
enced something like this also have fallen at His feet as though dead. 

In the midst of this glorious vision we read, too, of the grace of our Lord. See how He set His right 
hand on John and told him not to fear. Here in one verse the glory and mercy of God are powerfully 
portrayed for us. This is indeed part of the uniqueness of our faith – that we should know such a glo-
rious God, but a God that would approach us and put His right hand upon us. The same hand that 
holds the seven stars can be placed upon John’s shoulder in an assuring and comforting way. What a God 
of wonders we know! 

The expression I am the First and the Last, also used of the LORD in the Old Testament in Isaiah 
44:6 and 48:12, is used of the Lord Jesus. This emphasizes His divinity. He is not merely an excep-
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tional man, and He is not merely one of the many gods of the nations. This verse, with 1:8; 2:8; 21:6; 
and 22:13, points us to the doctrine of the Trinity. 

1:18 I am the Living One; and I was dead, and look, I am alive forever and ever, amen. And I 
have the keys of death and Hades. 
The title “The First and the Last” is expanded in this verse: He is the Living One. This title is often 
found in the Old Testament  and New Testament.  He is the Living God, the Eternal One. 10 11

The Living One has accomplished the incomprehensible: the Eternal One was dead, and now He 
lives, forever and ever. Having accomplished this, He holds the keys of death and Hades. He has 
authority over death and Hades, which in the past had authority over us because of our sin. This 
verse is remarkable. In just a few words, the Lord gives the outline of all His work on the cross and in 
the now empty grave. 

This One who was dead, and is now alive forever and ever, has those keys that God never surren-
ders to any human ruler! Those readers that were threatened by the Roman Empire, fearing its power 
over their lives, need fear no longer, because their Lord and Savior holds the keys of death and 
Hades. For a few of the seven churches that would receive this Revelation, this would be vitally im-
portant. 

All of this is glory enough for us to base our lives upon, but it is too hard to understand. In the next 
section, the Lord will take several of these descriptions about Himself, and use them in His messages 
to emphasize certain aspects of His character or being. So do not feel like all this is beyond you – it 
should be beyond you, but the Lord does want you to apply some particular parts of it in your life. 

1:19 Write therefore what you saw, what is now and what will take place after these things. 
As was discussed in the section entitled “Overview and Structure,” this verse gives the outline of the 
entire book. It was a command for John to write the vision that he just saw, as well as the revelation 
that was to follow, concerning what is now and what will take place after these things. As we 
shall soon see, that expression fits perfectly with what he will see about the situation of the seven 
churches in his day (chapters two and three) and the end time prophecies that follow (chapters 
4-22). There are hard things to understand about the Book of Revelation, but the broad outline of the 
book and many specific applications to our lives are not at all hard to understand! 

1:20 The mystery of the seven stars that you saw in My right hand and the seven golden lamp-
stands: the seven stars are the messengers of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are 
the seven churches.” 
The symbol of the seven golden lampstands is a wonderful image, because lampstands do not 
shine, but they provide a place for the lamp that does shine. In the same way, Christ shines in the 
midst of the churches.  

With this, the vision of the Lord Himself reaches its climax. All that will be said in the remainder of the 
Book of Revelation has its roots here in this vision of the Lord. The commands of the book come from the 
Lord as He is revealed here. The most appropriate attitude for a follower of the Lord is to respond well to 
this vision by obeying Him with a grateful heart. 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II. “What is now” (2:1–3:22) 
The function of this section 
This section explains and applies the details of the vision we just read about, details that were hard to 
understand and apply on our own. The commands that must be obeyed in order for us to obtain the 
blessing promised in 1:3 are only found here in this section. This section is crucial for us to read, 
understand, and obey, if we are to be blessed, and if the Book of Revelation is to have its purpose ful-
filled in our hearts. 

The contents of this section 
This section contains seven letters to seven churches. These are seven local churches, in seven differ-
ent cities. In every age somewhere in the world, there have probably been churches very much like 
each of these seven churches. At any rate, in this era there are certainly churches that resemble each of 
these seven churches. That is probably why each message contains the exhortation, “The one who 
has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” The Lord is calling all who have 
“spiritual ears,” that is, all who have hearts open to Him, to listen to the messages to the seven 
churches; if you want to be blessed, you need to obey the commands of the messages. The same, of 
course, applies to your church! 

The structure of this section 
The seven messages of this section are structured according to a careful seven-fold pattern: 

1. The Recipient 
2. The Characteristic of Christ 
3. Praise for the Church 
4. Criticism 
5. Demand 
6. Warning 
7. Promise 

There are, however, exceptions to this seven-fold pattern. Where we would expect to find a note of praise 
for the congregation in Laodicea, we find none. Where we would expect to find a note of criticism for 
the congregation in Smyrna, we find none. 

In five of the seven messages, the very first words after the Lord introduces Himself are “I know your 
deeds.” These exact words are used each time. These words probably had a different effect upon the vari-
ous congregations. For those congregations whose heart and whose deeds were pleasing to the Lord, 
this would have been an encouragement. 

Throughout chapters two and three, victors are those that will gain the blessing that is promised in 
Revelation 1:3. They gain that blessing by “keeping those things written in the words of this 
prophecy.” 

 A. Message to the church in Ephesus (2:1-7) 
In the message of the Lord Jesus to the church in Ephesus, we read that He is pleased with the purity 
of their doctrine, and He also acknowledges their deeds, but those deeds do not spring from a heart 
full of love, as they ought. To motivate them, He threatens that if they do not return to their first 
love, He will remove the church from Ephesus, which would make their labor useless. But if they re-
turn to their first love, then He will give them the special privilege – which will not be given to every 
believer – to eat from the tree of life that was long ago forbidden to Adam. 

A Major Interpretational Issue: 
The issue of rewards is crucial to the overall purpose of the book. We should all be victors. We should 
all be believers that actually obey Christ. This is required. It is imperative. No Bible teacher would 
deny this, but the difficulty appears as soon as we discuss what happens if believers do not obey. Some 



$                                       WHAT IS NOW 2

would say that if we do not obey, we are probably showing that we never really had “saving faith,” 
that our faith was “mere intellectual assent.” Others would say that if we do not obey, then sooner or 
later we might lose our salvation. 

So many things are offered to victors at the close of each of these seven messages. Are they meant 
for all truly born-again believers, or are they special rewards for obedient believers? 

Those that hold to Lordship Salvation (which teaches that we must submit to the total lordship of 
Christ if we expect to be saved from hell, as, for instance, John MacArthur has taught) and those 
that believe in the Perseverance of the Saints (that all true believers will persevere in good works all 
their days, as strong Calvinism teaches), will tell us that there is no such thing as a born-again Christ-
ian that seriously sins, and does not get back on track and become a faithful Christian. They do not 
leave room for the idea of a carnal  Christian, as discussed by Paul in 1 Corinthians 3:1-3. In that pas12 -
sage, the believer that builds with wood, hay, and stubble will “suffer loss,” but he will be saved. He en-
ters the Kingdom of Heaven, but without reward. 

Those believing that serious sin causes loss of salvation tend to believe that if you can finish your life as 
a saved Christian you are also a faithful Christian, because if not you would have lost your salvation. 

As different as those two positions are, neither of them allows very well for three kinds of human be-
ings: 

1. solid faithful born-again believers: they will be rewarded with the promises described in the 
Book of Revelation 

2. saved believers not serving God, and full of unconfessed sin: as carnal Christians they will be 
saved but not rewarded 

3. unbelievers: they are neither saved nor rewarded 

But verses like 3:11 “I am coming suddenly. Hold on to what you have, so that no one takes your 
crown” (crowns can be taken, so beware, they are not guaranteed), 2:10 “Be faithful until death, and I 
will give you the crown of life” (death by martyrdom is not required of all Christians, but it is a 
mark of especially strong faith), 2:26 “To the victor who keeps My deeds to the end, I will give au-
thority over the nations,” and 3:4-5 “But you have a few people in Sardis who have not dirtied their 
clothing and they will walk with Me, clothed in white, because they are worthy,” say quite clearly that 
these rewards are not for all believers, but only for believers that faithfully follow the Lord Jesus. 

It is the view of this interpreter that victors here in Revelation are believers who do God’s will to the 
end, are faithful until death, and serve Him obediently. Not all born-again believers will be victors, 
but those that fulfill these requirements will be richly rewarded. As believers in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, we cannot lose our salvation, but we can lose these rewards. This issue is discussed further in 
the appendix. 

 B. Message to the church in Smyrna (2:8-11) 
  1. The Recipient and the local situation (2:8a) 
2:8a And to the messenger of the church in Smyrna write: 
The city of Smyrna is still inhabited today, but its name is “Izmir.” Smyrna had, and still has, an ex-
cellent harbor. Smyrna was famous as a wealthy and beautiful city. The residents of Smyrna consid-
ered their city to be the most beautiful in the province. Hemer  notes that the idea of crowns comes 13

up quite a bit in the study of ancient Smyrna. Such crowns or wreaths were presented as awards for 
civic service, athletic victory, or other honors. 

In Smyrna there were temples for the worship of Sybil, Apollo, Asklepios, Aphrodite, Zeus, and of 
course Caesar. In fact, they considered themselves to be the most committed to the worship of Caesar 
in the whole province. In 195 BC Smyrna was the first city to build a temple to the honor of “The God-
dess of Rome,” and in about 23 BC Smyrna outdid ten other cities in the province to gain the permis-



          PERSECUTION IN REVELATION     $3

sion of Rome to build a temple to the honor of Tiberius.  Thus believers in Smyrna could see the 14

extravagance of the religions of Greece and Rome all around their city. 

The duty to worship Caesar was a serious threat for believers. Even before the worship of Caesar 
became mandatory, it was already fairly popular. Rome did not want its Caesars worshiped for reli-
gious reasons, but for political reasons. The Roman Empire was vast, and included many different na-
tions and people groups. Although many were quite content under Rome (certainly there were bene-
fits like peace, good laws, and good roads to distant markets), among so many there were others that 
wanted independence, and would fight to gain it. The Roman government took this as a serious prob-
lem, and Caesar worship was meant to help. Some worshiped “The Goddess of Rome” spontaneously, 
and Caesar worship was simply a more concrete expression of the same worship. 

During the reign of Domitian, that which was spontaneous and voluntary became mandatory: 
every man was required to burn the incense and say “Caesar is Lord” at least once a year. Once he 
did that, he was given a certificate. The Roman government did not require this to test the spiri-
tuality of its people, but to test their loyalty to Rome. After doing the required worship, people were 
free to leave and worship any god or combination of gods they pleased. However, the congregation in 
Smyrna rightly was not willing to use the title “Lord” for anyone but the Lord Jesus. They may have ac-
tually been the most loyal subjects of Rome, with whom Rome should have been very pleased, but the 
law demanded of them the one thing they could not give – the worship of Caesar. 

Polycarp was bishop of Smyrna, and in his youth he was probably a disciple of John the Apostle. He 
may have been a young man in the congregation in Smyrna when they received the Lord’s message. 
His own letter to the congregation in Philadelphia repeatedly brings up the themes of suffering and res-
urrection, perhaps reflecting the emphasis of those themes in the Lord’s message to Smyrna.  About 15

sixty years after Revelation was written, he became the twelfth martyr of Smyrna and 
Philadelphia.  It was a holiday in Smyrna, and a mob was calling upon the authorities to seize 16

Polycarp and require him to worship Caesar. The mob, including Jews (even though it was a Sab-
bath day), gathered wood for the fire. He was told he must either burn the incense and say “Caesar is 
Lord,” or be burned alive. His response still echoes in the hearts of those that love the Lord Jesus: “Al-
ready eighty and six years I have served Christ, and He has never wronged me. How could I possibly 
blaspheme my King who has saved me?” After he was tied to the firewood, he prayed, “I praise you 
that You by Your grace consider me worthy to receive such as in this morning and at this hour is hap-
pening, so that I may be brought into the group of martyrs, in Your cup.”  Faithful Christians would 17

die like Polycarp rather than worship Caesar. However there also were those that renounced Christ. 

Look again at the words of Polycarp as he was dying, the words of this disciple of John. Did he think 
that all believers would be given to sit on the thrones of Revelation 20:4, which mentions the souls of 
those who had been beheaded because of their testimony for Jesus? Or did he understand that only 
those who were faithful until death would sit on those thrones? 

The following two letters were written around 112 AD. The first letter was written to the emperor Tra-
jan by Pliny, the Governor of the province of Bithynia, in the north of Asia Minor.  18

Pliny’s Letter to the Emperor Trajan 
It is my practice, my lord, to refer to you all matters concerning which I am in doubt. For who can better 
give guidance to my hesitation or inform my ignorance? I have never participated in trials of Christians. 
I therefore do not know what offenses it is the practice to punish or investigate, and to what extent. 
And I have been not a little hesitant as to whether there should be any distinction on account of age or no 
difference between the very young and the more mature; whether pardon is to be granted for repentance, 
or, if a man has once been a Christian, it does him no good to have ceased to be one; whether the name 
itself, even without offenses, or only the offenses associated with the name are to be punished. 

Meanwhile, in the case of those who were denounced to me as Christians, I have observed the follow-
ing procedure: I interrogated these as to whether they were Christians; those who confessed I interro-
gated a second and a third time, threatening them with punishment; those who persisted I ordered 
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executed. For I had no doubt that, whatever the nature of their creed, stubbornness and inflexible obsti-
nacy surely deserve to be punished. There were others possessed of the same folly; but because they were 
Roman citizens, I signed an order for them to be transferred to Rome. 

Soon accusations spread, as usually happens, because of the proceedings going on, and several inci-
dents occurred. An anonymous document was published containing the names of many persons. Those 
who denied that they were or had been Christians, when they invoked the gods in words dictated by 
me, offered prayer with incense and wine to your image, which I had ordered to be brought for this pur-
pose together with statues of the gods, and moreover cursed Christ--none of which those who are really 
Christians, it is said, can be forced to do--these I thought should be discharged. Others named by the 
informer declared that they were Christians, but then denied it, asserting that they had been but had 
ceased to be, some three years before, others many years, some as much as twenty-five years.  They all 19

worshiped your image and the statues of the gods, and cursed Christ. 

They asserted, however, that the sum and substance of their fault or error had been that they were accus-
tomed to meet on a fixed day before dawn and sing responsively a hymn to Christ as to a god, and to bind 
themselves by oath, not to some crime, but not to commit fraud, theft, or adultery, not falsify their trust, 
nor to refuse to return a trust when called upon to do so. When this was over, it was their custom to de-
part and to assemble again to partake of food--but ordinary and innocent food.  Even this, they af20 -
firmed, they had ceased to do after my edict by which, in accordance with your instructions, I had 
forbidden political associations. Accordingly, I judged it all the more necessary to find out what the truth 
was by torturing two female slaves who were called deaconesses. But I discovered nothing else but de-
praved, excessive superstition. 

I therefore postponed the investigation and hastened to consult you. For the matter seemed to me to war-
rant consulting you, especially because of the number involved. For many persons of every age, every 
rank, and also of both sexes are and will be endangered. For the contagion of this superstition has spread 
not only to the cities but also to the villages and farms. But it seems possible to check and cure it. It is cer-
tainly quite clear that the temples, which had been almost deserted, have begun to be frequented, that the 
established religious rites, long neglected, are being resumed, and that from everywhere sacrificial ani-
mals are coming, for which until now very few purchasers could be found. Hence it is easy to imagine 
what a multitude of people can be reformed if an opportunity for repentance is afforded. 

Trajan’s Letter in Reply to Pliny 
You observed proper procedure, my dear Pliny, in sifting the cases of those who had been denounced to 
you as Christians. For it is not possible to lay down any general rule to serve as a kind of fixed stan-
dard. They are not to be sought out; if they are denounced and proved guilty, they are to be punished, 
with this reservation, that whoever denies that he is a Christian and really proves it--that is, by worship-
ing our gods--even though he was under suspicion in the past, shall obtain pardon through repentance. 
But anonymously posted accusations ought to have no place in any prosecution. For this is both a danger-
ous kind of precedent and out of keeping with the spirit of our age. 

Other passages that emphasize the theme of persecution include 2:2-3, 10, 13; 3:8-10; 6:9, 11; 7:14; chap-
ters 12-13; and 17:6. 

Related to the worship of Caesar, the choices of God’s people were very limited. They could deny 
Christ, but many of them knew they would lose their heavenly reward for doing so. Or they could try 
to flee. Even Polycarp left his home and went to a farm to hide, but he decided to flee no farther and 
was betrayed by a tortured slave. Or they could become martyrs. 

So let us examine the attitude and faithfulness of the church in Smyrna at a time when the luxury 
of idolatry is contrasted with the difficulties of faithfully worshiping Christ. 

  2. The Characteristic of Christ (2:8b) 
2:8b …this is what the First and the Last, Who was dead and Who lives, says: 
He Who was dead and Who lives is a particularly vital expression to those that are facing martyr-
dom. This expression is also used in 1:17. Since He is the first and the Last, He existed before the 
world was created and will be there after the earth is destroyed. He will always be there, and He is 
worthy of their trust, even in the extreme pain of persecution. Their relationship with Him will outlast 
their pain. 
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To a person under persecution, it is very important to remember that the Lord Jesus is victorious over 
death. He is the one Who was dead and now lives. Death is the final earthly result of persecution, a 
final result which He experienced and overcame. 

If a preacher that has never suffered persecution calls upon us to stand firm and suffer for the name 
of Christ, he does so only with the authority of the Word. However, the Lord Jesus has even more 
authority than that. He has the authority of the Word, and He has the authority of personal experi-
ence. He has been through it, so He is much more able to call others to it. 

  3. Praise for the Church (2:9) 
2:9 I know your deeds and afflictions and poverty  – but you are rich! I know the slander of 21

those saying they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan.  

The man that brought the scroll from the island of Patmos had been reading it along the way back to 
Smyrna, so he was quite eager to read it to the congregation. As he read these words to them, perhaps 
many sighed and smiled, deeply pleased that the Lord really does know exactly what has been 
happening in their midst, and that He would say they are “rich.” He knew, too of the painful 

accusations they faced from the synagogue. 

He knows their deeds and their afflictions. He knows all about the Jews that cause them trouble. 
These statements assure them that even though He is allowing them to suffer, He has not forgotten 
them. He knows. Many have asked through the ages, if He knows, why does He not act to relieve the 
suffering? The answer that is given in the Book of Revelation is simply, “Be patient and faithful in 
your suffering, and you will receive a crown. You will reign with the King of Kings. Believe and prove 
your faith with steadfastness.” The Book of Revelation shows us all that it is worth it to believe this and 
act upon it. 

Because the city of Smyrna was a rich city it is at first surprising that the congregation would be poor. 
Their poverty was very probably due to the seizure of their possessions (Hebrews 10:34). 

According to the Lord Jesus, despite their poverty they are actually rich. He is referring of course, 
not to worldly wealth but heavenly wealth. Their being poor and yet rich is in stark contrast with 
the congregation in Laodicea, which was physically wealthy but spiritually poor. This same teaching is 
often found in the New Testament,  but this heavenly perspective is an important aspect of the Book 22

of Revelation, which teaches us the truth hidden by the lies of the world. Despite all that the world 
teaches us, poverty because of Christ means riches; not Caesar, but Christ is Lord; dying for the 
Lord is victory; and powerlessness because of Him brings authority in the coming age. 

The Lord acknowledges the slander of those who say they are Jews and are not, and says they 
actually are a synagogue of Satan. Apparently some or all of the Jewish population of Smyrna op-
posed the Christians. As noted above, years later when Polycarp was martyred, the record shows that 
Jews were involved.  Here the Lord rejects their Jewishness as inauthentic. This seems to be like the 23

Jews of John 8:31-47 and Romans 2:28-29. Physically they were descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, but in a spiritual sense they had abandoned their right to be called Jews when they rejected the 
Jewish Messiah. The Lord’s criticism of them is quite strong: they are a synagogue of Satan. 

  4. Criticism 
Smyrna and Philadelphia alone go uncriticized by the Lord Jesus Christ. Although this is not the 
same as saying they had reached some sort of sinless perfection, it is very encouraging to see that the 
Lord is satisfied with them, and does not see any need to bring up any of their sins. This too must have 
been very encouraging for the believers there in Smyrna. 
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  5. Demand (2:10a) 
2:10a Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Look, the devil is about to throw some of you 
into prison so that you might be tested, and you will have affliction for ten days. Be faithful 
until death…  24

After reading this to the congregation, the reader paused. Many were asking in their hearts: if He 
knows that imprisonment is about to happen, why does He not prevent it? One man asked that 

question out loud, and the one reading the message responded gently saying, “We will all see that 
there is much more to our suffering than meets the eye. Please be patient, you will soon 

understand.” 

This might seem like it is better called a warning, and placed in the next section, but it is not a warn-
ing because there is no “If you do not do what I demand, I will do this to you.” It is just a fact that they 
will have to suffer. The demand is brief: they are required to be faithful, even to the point of death. 

The Lord Jesus tells them that they will suffer persecution. Some members of their church will be 
thrown into prison. In that era, if someone was put in prison normally they would be tortured, or 
they would be left there awaiting trial or execution.  It is likely this persecution was related to the 25

worship of Caesar in Smyrna. Their condition was difficult, but the Lord Jesus asks that they face it 
with faithfulness and that they not be afraid. The foundation of this command is the suffering of the 
Lord Jesus Himself. In other words, “How is Jesus so bold to ask them to be faithful until they are 
killed?” He is that bold because He Himself was faithful until death and He lives again. The Lord Jesus is 
all the more able to command faithfulness like this because of His death on the cross.  

Are we ready to be faithful until death if we are persecuted? We can be, if we remember that the 
Lord Jesus became the foremost example for us by submitting to death and then conquering death. 

Even though there is a real supernatural person named Satan that is behind the persecution, God has a 
certain purpose in their suffering, that is so that you might be tested. The victors, those who will be 
victorious over their challenges and suffering, will be given great rewards; for instance, they will 
be seated with Christ on his throne (see 3:21). So it is fitting that they be tested to make certain they 
fulfill the conditions of faithfulness. The victors will be chosen by the Lord Jesus to rule the nations 
with Him during the Millennium. This is His promise: “To the victor who keeps My deeds to the end, 
I will give authority over the nations” (2:26). 

There are many interpretations of ten days, but it is better for the student to stay with the basic normal 
meaning of an expression unless the context forces the reader into a figure of speech. The words ten 
days may simply mean ten days! Even so, God tells them so they will understand that the suffering 
they will experience will be limited to ten days. He motivates them to endure the ten days, without 
being defeated or denying Him.  

Anyone who obeys the command to be faithful until death is a “victor who keeps My deeds to the 
end” (2:26). The condition that must be met to receive the reward is faithfulness. This command is very 
high and very difficult, but the promises that accompany it are glorious and very beautiful. 

  6. Warning 
Smyrna alone receives no warning or threat from the Lord (though the “warning” to Philadelphia is 
very mildly stated). There was no need to threaten the congregation in Smyrna with the negative 
consequences of ongoing disobedience, because they were not being disobedient. 

  7. Promise (2:10b-11) 
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2:10b-11 …and I will give you the crown of life. The one who has an ear, let him hear what the 
Spirit says to the churches. The victor will not in any way be harmed by the second death. 

The hearts of many in that congregation were drawn to the crown of life. Many wondered if for 
them it would be days, or months, or years of being faithful until the death that would have to 

precede that crown. Some were not sure they could endure. 

There is irony here, because in exchange for their death, they will receive the crown of life. Fur-
thermore, physical death will be painful for those that are martyred, but the second death will not 
harm them in any way. As people threatened with persecution, they were surely thinking about, 
and perhaps afraid of, the first death. The Lord’s words here put those concerns into proper perspective. 

Just as the church in Smyrna was considered poor by the world but called rich by the Lord, here He 
says if they are faithful until death, He will give them the crown of life. The city of Smyrna often 
held athletic competitions, and the victors received temporary crowns. But victors in the Lord re-
ceive a crown that does not fade. The crown of life is prepared specially for the believers that are 
“faithful until death.” The Lord did not promise this reward to believers who backslide because of per-
secution. He promises eternal life for each one who believes, but the crown here is for the believer 
who is faithful until death.  

The crown of life is also promised in James 1:12, “Blessed is the one who endures in trials because 
when he is approved, he will receive a crown of life promised by God to whomever loves Him.” Both 
the Word of God and experience witness that there are believers that do not “endure in trials” or love 
God. The crown of life is a reward for the believer who endures, who is faithful, who does the work of 
Christ to the end (2:10 and 2:26). 

Here and throughout chapters two and three, victors are those that will gain the blessing that is 
promised in Revelation 1:3. They gain that blessing by “keeping those things written in the words 
of this prophecy.” 

We see in 20:14 and 21:8 that the second death is clearly eternal hell. At first this verse seems 
strange to us, because we know that not a single believer in Jesus Christ will be harmed by the 
second death. However, as we look more closely at this passage, we see that the not in any way in 
Greek is a double negative, so that it is very emphatic. Very loosely translated, this passage tells us, “The 
victor will not in any way be harmed by the second death. In fact, rather than being harmed by the sec-
ond death, I will give him a crown of life!” This is a figure of speech used in the Greek language. The 
Greek author that wanted to emphasize that something is big might say that it is not small. This figure 
of speech is used in English as well. When we say, “This meal is not cheap!” what we are really saying is 
that this meal is very expensive! In the same way, perhaps they will experience the first death but they 
will not at all experience the second death. On the contrary, they will receive beautiful and eternal 
rewards. 

The church in Smyrna, faithful in difficulty, is told that they are going to suffer persecution. The 
wealth of this world is not promised to them. They are asked to endure suffering. The Lord Jesus 
promises a beautiful reward, the crown of life, if they are faithful in that persecution. 

This reward is specially worded for those who are facing persecution and perhaps death at the hands of 
God’s enemies. He does not tell them how they might escape that pain. Instead He tells them that in 
giving up their physical life, they will gain a crown of life. 

Other verses promising various crowns for special faithfulness would include 1 Corinthians 9:25; James 
1:12; 1 Peter 5:2-4; and Revelation 3:11. 
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 C. Message to the church in Pergamum  
      (2:12-17) 
The church in Pergamum had already suffered deeply when they received this message from the 
Lord. They were faithful even when a faithful brother named Antipas was killed in their 
midst. The Lord understands their difficulties and He values their determination. But in the same 
congregation, there was false teaching and immorality that needed to be dealt with in order to avoid 
the terrifying discipline of God. If the leader of the church did not deal with those problems, God Him-
self would surely deal with it in some way. To those that are faithful, He promised rewards that are 
very pleasing. 

In the website dave.hagelb.org click on the “Photos” tab (or go directly to www.flickr.com/photos/dave-
hag/sets/) to view and download many photographs of the ruins of ancient Pergamum and the other 
sites of the seven churches of Revelation 2 and 3. 

 D. Message to the church in Thyatira  
      (2:18-29) 
In the message to the congregation in Thyatira, the Lord Jesus speaks to a congregation that is gen-
erally healthy, but is stained with the presence of a false teacher, her followers, and their evil prac-
tices. The message of the Lord is so balanced and just. Towards those that do evil, He is strict: He 
requires repentance, and He threatens suffering. However, to those that have remained faithful, He 
brings encouragement, and He promises an extraordinary reward: authority over the nations. The 
great beauty of the city where they will exercise that authority is described in Revelation 21:9–22:5. 

 E. Message to the church in Sardis (3:1-6) 
The congregation in Sardis was thought to be spiritually mature, but the Lord had another “opinion.” 
He tells them that most of them are nearly dead spiritually, and He threatens to come as a thief in the 
night. But to those in the congregation that are spiritually alert, He promises He will give them 
white clothing and He will confess their names to the Father. The spiritually lethargic there needed to 
become alert and get refreshed. His threat and His promise have the same intent: that they all have a 
healthy relationship with Him, so that their character and activities reflect His glory as portrayed in 
the vision in chapter one. 

 F.  Message to the church in Philadelphia  
      (3:7-13) 
Some of Philadelphia’s five promises may seem strange to us in the 21st century, but they are beautiful 
promises, and they are meant to motivate us to the life and ministry the Lord has for us, or to stead-
fastness in that life and ministry. The congregation in Philadelphia did not feel that it was very 
strong, but it was given unusual opportunities to serve in an unreached area. They were faithful and 
steadfast in the trouble they experienced, so they were not threatened or told to repent like most of the 
other congregations. 

 G. Message to the church in Laodicea  
      (3:14-22) 
In the last of the seven messages we are reminded that the witness of Christ is always true and faithful 
(a very appropriate reminder for those of us that doubt the goodness of His will). Based on the pattern 
used in all these letters, the reader expects the congregation to be praised for something. But in 
Laodicea the Lord found nothing for which to praise them. They were harshly rebuked (but reminded 
that this rebuke was a sign of His love). Like the other churches, the rebuke was accompanied by a 
demand. They were commanded to face their spiritual poverty and see the worthlessness of the world-
ly wealth that they prided themselves on. He threatened that He would spit them out of His mouth. Fi-
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nally, in a promise that is similar to but more beautiful than the other promises, they were told that if 
they became faithful they will sit with Him on His throne. God is patient and good, even in dealing with 
those who have disappointed Him. 

As noted above, the reader may want to go to the website dave.hagelb.org and click on the “Photos” tab 
(or go directly to www.flickr.com/photos/davehag/sets/) to view photographs of the ruins of ancient 
Laodicea and the other sites of the seven churches of Revelation 2 and 3. 

In the beginning, (Genesis 1:28), God gave Adam and Eve their task: to be fruitful, fill the earth, sub-
due it, and rule it as His images, His representatives. Adam and Eve did badly, and we their descen-
dants have done badly. Now another, a true son of Adam, is going to fulfill the task God gave so 
long ago to them. And we, redeemed by Christ’s sacrifice and given glorified bodies at the resurrec-
tion, will be invited to join Him in that task – if we are faithful now! In that way, what has seemed like 
the dreadful failure of God’s plan to create a wonderful world shall, in fact, turn out not to be dreadful 
at all, but wonderful – and especially wonderful for every believer who decides to turn away from that 
ancient serpent, and instead follow the Second Adam in obedience and in victory. Will you be 
there, standing among those victors, enjoying the fulfillment of God’s design for this earth and receiv-
ing the wonderful promises of the Book of Revelation? 

The Seven Letters to the Seven Churches 
  

Address Christ is...   Praise Criticism Demand Warning Promise

Ephesus with 
them

pure doctrine left first love remember 
and repent

remove 
lamp-
stand

tree of life

Smyrna alive 
again you are rich! be

faithful
no 2nd

death

Pergam. sword you did not 
deny Balaam repent sword hidden 

manna

Thyatira eyes, feet doing more Jezebel hold on she will 
suffer authority

Sardis 7
spirits only a few you are dead strengthen thief white 

clothes

Philadel. holy and 
true

kept His 
word hold on crown be 

taken crown

Laodicea Amen lukewarm buy gold spit out throne
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III. “What will happen after this”  (4-22) 
Revelation 1:19 reads, “Write what you saw, what is now, and what will take place after these things.” 
Revelation 4:1 reads, “After these things I looked – and see! – an open door in heaven. And the voice 
which I first heard like a trumpet was speaking to me saying, ‘Come up here, and I will show you 
what must take place after these things.’” In the Greek the words “after these things” in both verses are 
the same. The only difference is that 1:19 uses the verb “will,” and 4:1 uses the verb “must.” Thus we are 
indirectly told that the third section of the book begins here. We enter now into the long section of the 
Book of Revelation that tells the story of the end of the age. Much of what is written there will be of 
great value to the persecuted church. There are on the one hand amazing rewards for faithfulness, and 
on the other hand  utter destruction for their persecutors. 

The first section, chapter one, was the vision of the Lord Himself. If only we had sufficient spiritual 
insight, we would understand and apply that vision to our lives, and we would need to read no further. 
We would be able to endure all persecution that is thrown against us. However, we need help. That vi-
sion was too difficult for us to understand and apply in our lives and our ministries. The second sec-
tion, chapters two and three, helped us apply the vision of chapter one. If only we had sufficient spiritu-
al insight and dedication, we would understand and consistently apply those seven letters appropri-
ately to our lives and the lives of those we serve, and we would need to read no further. However, 
we need more help. This third section helps us to see that the promises of chapters two and three were 
not empty words, but indeed shall be fulfilled. This third section will encourage the persecuted 
among us, as it encouraged the congregation in Smyrna, to be faithful. 

We are now living in the time between the third and the fourth chapters of the Book of Revelation. 
The seven churches are history (although there are many churches like them today), and the visions of 
the end times are yet to come. 

This entire section is given not merely to educate us about the order of events at the end of the age, 
but more importantly to encourage us to steadfast faithfulness. The insight we gain in reading this sec-
tion should touch our hearts and encourage us to do what is necessary to be a victor, so we can join the 
ranks of the victors on those thrones described in 20:4. (Again, we join the redeemed by faith in Christ, 
but we join the victors by works that come from a vital living faith.) Let there be no doubt that He will 
make good on His promises to the victors, in a way that on the one hand is well-described here in the 
Book of Revelation, and on the other hand is more amazing than we can imagine. In this life victors may 
have to endure great pain, but the rewards offered are well worth that pain. 

This section has the following parts: 
 A. The Vision of the Throne Room 4:1–5:14 
 B. The Time of Torment 6:1–20:3 
 C. The Millennium and Judgment 20:4-15 
 D. The New Jerusalem 21:1–22:5 
 E. The Conclusion of the Vision 22:6-17 
  
Although all these passages are discussed in depth in the author’s commentary on Revelation, only 
passages of special significance to the persecuted church are discussed in this book. 

Right at the beginning of this section, in 4:1, John is transported to heaven. He is not taken to the edge 
of heaven, or to an intermediate level of heaven, he is taken to the very center of heaven, to the throne 
room of God. And he describes to us what he sees there. 

What John experienced, what he wrote about in chapters four and five, is a kind of “hinge” section in 
the structure of the Book of Revelation, joining the seven letters to the opening of the seven seals of 
the scroll. On the one hand, these two chapters are strongly connected with the seven letters, espe-
cially regarding the rewards that are promised. In both sections, there are thrones, white clothes, and 
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crowns. On the other hand, there are clear and strong connections with the opening of the seals, be-
cause in this section the scroll and its seals are introduced. 

From the point of view of the churches of chapters two and three, it seems as though the enemies of the 
church freely threaten and oppress the churches of Christ on the earth. But according to the point of 
view of the throne room, pictured in chapters four and five, the One who has absolute power is the Lord 
God, not evil powers on the earth.  26

 A. Vision of Throne Room (4:1–5:14) 
All of chapter four tells us about the setting: what the throne room is like, who is there, and the activity 
there, which is worship.  

4:1 After these things I looked – and see! – an open door in heaven. And the voice which I 
first heard like a trumpet was speaking to me, saying “Come up here, and I will show you 
what must take place after these things.” 
As was noted above, the wording of this verse, especially what must take place after these things, 
shows us that we have left the second section and are in the third section that was given to us in 
1:19. Therefore, this verse moves us into the part of the Book of Revelation that tells about the fu-
ture. 

4:2 And right away I was in the Spirit, and look, a throne in heaven with Someone seated 
on it, 

4:4 And all around the throne were twenty-four thrones, and upon the thrones were seated 
twenty-four elders, clothed in white clothes, with golden crowns on their heads. 
Very soon in the description of the throne room we are told of the twenty-four elders. They are on 
twenty-four thrones. They are dressed in white. They have golden crowns. 

Where else have we recently read of thrones, white clothes, and crowns? The nearer the context, the 
more important it is for interpreting. These elements are all mentioned in the near context, in chap-
ters two and three! Who are these elders? They represent all the victors, who will all be receiving what 
was promised to them back in chapters two and three. These are the ones who obeyed and were 
“faithful until death.” 

4:9-11 And whenever the creatures give glory, honor, and thanks to the One who is seated on 
the throne, who lives forever and ever, the twenty-four elders will throw themselves down 
before the One who is seated on the throne and worship the One who lives forever and ever, 
and they throw their crowns before His throne, saying: 
  “Worthy You are, the Lord our God, the Holy One, 
 to receive glory and honor and power, 
 because You created all things, 
 and because of Your will they exist and were created!” 
The scene of the throne room is awesome, glorious and beyond human understanding. The activity of 
the throne room is worship. As a part of the continuing worship described here, the victors, here called 
the twenty-four elders, cast their crowns before the throne. This is not a one-time event. They 
somehow can do it whenever the four creatures praise Him, and those four creatures are doing 
that continually! This is the first description of the fulfillment of the promises to the churches of chap-
ters two and three. Be faithful until death, and join in this scene of heavenly worship! 

Chapter five is about the Scroll and the Lamb who is in the center of heaven, who is worthy to 
open the scroll. 

In John’s era, wills or inheritance documents were written on papyrus scrolls that were sealed with 
seven seals.  Anyone preparing a will would call seven trusted friends, and they would bring their 27
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signet rings (rings that each had a stone on it, carved in some special way, perhaps with the owner’s 
portrait). The signet rings of those seven witnesses were then used to seal the rolled up scroll. Then 
when the man died, those seven trusted friends were called, and they each testified about whether 
that seal was truly his own untampered seal or not. Then the scroll could be opened and the inheritance 
distributed according to the will.  28

Anyone who had ever seen a will or who ever received an inheritance in those days in the Roman em-
pire would surely remember the use of the seven seals to close and seal the scroll. Therefore the mean-
ing of this seven-sealed scroll was very clear to them: someone would soon be given an inheritance. 

At first the idea that “victors” will somehow “inherit” the earth seems difficult, because we think that 
someone has to die for an inheritance to be granted. That is not a problem in the New Testament, 
where the idea of inheritance is used to describe special promises for those that believe and obey the 
Lord. In Matthew 5:5 the Lord said, “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.” Remember 
that the meek are parallel to the poor in spirit, those who mourn, those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, the merciful, the pure in heart, and the peacemakers. All of that becomes a rather 
complete picture of the ones that are called “victors” in chapter 2-3. In fact in 21:7 the connection be-
tween the victors of chapters two and three and the heirs that will enjoy the inheritance of this 
inheritance document is made explicit: “The one who conquers will inherit these things, and I will be 
his God and he will be My son.” The victors are also the heirs! Therefore those that would be victors 
want very much for the inheritance scroll to be opened, because they are the heirs. 

In Galatians 5:21 we read, “… envy, murder, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, of which I 
say ahead of time to you, just as also I have said ahead of time, that those doing such things shall not in-
herit the Kingdom of God.” Ephesians 5:5 is very similar. 1 Peter 3:9 says “not paying back evil for evil or 
insult for insult; but instead blessing, knowing that for this you were called, so that you might inherit 
blessing.” These passages do not say that born-again people that behave that way will not enter the 
Kingdom, only that they will not inherit it. One can enter a place, a home, for instance, without 
owning it. Indeed, those that have believed in the Lord Jesus as their personal Savior but have not 
gone on to follow Him, to be a victor as described in chapters two and three, will enter the Kingdom 
of God because they are redeemed by the blood of the Lamb, but they will not be seated on any 
thrones, and will not be given any authority there. The congregation in Smyrna could compromise to 
escape persecution, and they would still enter the Kingdom, but if they are faithful until death they will 
enter and own the Kingdom! 

So, the book centers on the victors and their rewards. In chapters two and three we learned about the 
demands that had to be met to be a victor, and we learned about the many promises made to victors. 
There were threats about the loss of rewards to those who would not repent and start living as victors. 

Since the scroll is an inheritance document, this event has special significance for believers who are 
truly faithful and who obey what is written in chapters two and three. God has an amazing inheri-
tance planned for the “overcomers,” the victors. All that remains is that the scroll of inheritance be 
opened and that the inheritance be given to the victors. 

In 5:1-3 the scroll is introduced. It was crucial to find someone that could open that scroll (5:4-5). 
When the Lamb takes the scroll He is worshiped (5:8), and the opening of the seven seals actually be-
comes the outline of the Book of Revelation, all the way through chapter 18. 

5:1 And I saw in the right hand of the One who was seated on the throne a scroll written on 
the front and back, sealed with seven seals. 
The victors’ inheritance is very large, as indicated by the fact that the scroll containing that inheritance 
had to be written on the front and back. 
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5:2 And I saw a strong angel proclaiming in a loud voice: “Who is worthy to open the scroll 
and to break its seals?” 
It was illegal for unauthorized people to break a seal. 

5:3 And no one in heaven above or on earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll or 
look into it. 
This highlights the importance of this particular scroll. In all of God’s creation there was not one 
person worthy to open the scroll.  

5:4 And I was weeping a great deal because no one was found worthy to open the scroll or to 
look into it. 
John knew what the scroll was, and he very much longed for it to be opened. If indeed it is the inheri-
tance document for all the victors, John’s tears are understandable. He longed for the end of the age, 
when God’s Kingdom would at last be established and the inheritance would be granted to him and to 
all his partners in the afflictions and kingdom and endurance in Christ Jesus. 

5:5 And one of the elders said to me, “Do not weep; look, the Lion from the tribe of Judah, the 
Root of David, has conquered. He is the One that can open the scroll and its seven seals.” 
Somehow John apparently had not understood that the Lord Jesus was in the throne room of God. 

The word conquered and the word “victor” in Revelation 2-3 are the same Greek word in different 
grammatical forms. In fact, besides its use seven times in chapters two and three, the verb “to con-
quer,” “overcome,” or “be victorious” is used in the following passages: 
 • 5:5  And one of the elders said to me, “Do not weep; look, the Lion from the tribe of Ju-
dah, the Root of David, has conquered. He is the One that can open the scroll and its seven seals.” 
 • 6:2  And look, a white horse, and its rider had a bow, and he was given a crown, and he went 
away conquering, even so that he might conquer. 
 • 11:7  And when they have finished their testimony, the beast that comes up out of the abyss 
will make war on them and be victorious over them and kill them. 
 • 12:11  And they were victorious over him 
  by the blood of the Lamb 
  and by the word of their testimony, 
  and they did not love their lives until death. 
 • 13:7 And it was given to him to make war against the saints and to be victorious over them. 
And authority was given to him over every tribe, and people, and language, and nation, 
 • 15:2 And I saw something like a sea of glass mixed with fire, and those who were victorious 
over the beast and his image and the number of his name, standing by the sea of glass, holding zithers 
from God. 
 •17:14 They will make war with the Lamb, but the Lamb will conquer them, because he is 
Lord of lords and King of kings, and those with Him are called, chosen, and faithful. 
 • 21:7 The one who conquers will inherit these things, and I will be his God and he will be My 
son. 

In these verses we see two radically different ideas about victory (or perhaps “success”), and the reader 
is in effect forced to chose one or the other definition of victory in his or her life. On the one hand the 
Anti-Christ is victorious, 13:7. On the other hand Christ was victorious on His cross, and the saints can 
be victorious if they follow His example in being faithful until death. The beast may be victorious as he 
persecutes believers, but at the same time, if they remain faithful, they will find they have experienced 
the Lord’s kind of victory! 

Persecuted believers everywhere are invited to understand these two different ideas about victory, and 
pursue the same victory that the Lord won on the cross. Note that Paul was doing exactly that, accord-
ing to Philippians 3:10, in which he tells us, “I want to know Him and the power of His resurrection and 
the participation in His sufferings, becoming conformed to His death….” 
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Note Revelation 3:21, “To the victor I will give to sit with Me on My throne, just as I was victorious and 
sat down with My Father on His throne.” Because Jesus was victorious, He gained His throne, and He 
can open the seals of the scroll that contains the victors’ rewards! The Victorious One is about to open 
those seals and give the victors the right to sit on His throne with Him. 

5:6 And I saw, between the throne and the four creatures, and among the elders, a Lamb 
standing, but looking as if it had been slain. He had seven horns and seven eyes, which are 
the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. 
Finally John sees the Lord. John describes Him metaphorically as a Lamb, not a Lion. With figures of 
speech that carry profound Christian truth about Jesus and about our lives and ministries, the Lion 
triumphed by being a Lamb. His death as a Lamb is likened to the Old Testament sacrifices made to 
God. He is standing, risen from the dead. 

The persecuted church might be tempted to take up a sword, and imitate the Lion of Judah, but they are 
invited to imitate the Lamb. Indeed, they may already feel that they are like lambs led to the slaughter. 
Paul brings up these truths in Romans 8:36-37, which says, “As it is written, ‘Because of You we are put 
to death all day long. We are counted as sheep to be slaughtered.’ But in all this we are completely victo-
rious through the One who loves us.” There is great victory in living and dying for the Lord. 

5:7 And He came and took the scroll from the right hand of Him who is seated on the 
throne. 
When the Lord takes the scroll, He is finally doing what the Father invited Him to do in Psalm 2. 
 2:7 I tell of the decree of the LORD: He said to Me, “You are My Son; today I have become your 
Father. 
 2:8 Ask of Me, and I will make the nations Your inheritance, the ends of the earth Your possession. 
 2:9 You will shepherd them with an iron staff; You will shatter them like a potter’s vessel.” 

It is clear that this is an important psalm for Revelation, because verse 9 was already quoted in 2:27. 
But Psalm 2, written about 1000 BC, was not the only time in the Old Testament that this event was 
foretold. In about 500 BC, Daniel wrote, in Daniel 7:13-14, “I was seeing in a night vision, and look! 
– with the clouds of heaven One like a Son of Man was coming even up to the Ancient of Days He 
reached and before Him He was brought, and to Him was given eternal dominion which shall not 
pass away, and His Kingdom which shall not be destroyed.” 

This is the event that the persecuted church throughout the ages has longed for. After so many years, 
He finally asks, He finally approaches the Ancient of Days, asking for the nations to be made His in-
heritance. But not His inheritance only, also the inheritance of all that are faithful until death! 

At the moment He takes up the scroll the uncertainty about the timing of His coming and the 
establishment of His kingdom is gone. The faithful ones are soon to be given their inheritance. Soon 
they will rule over the nations. 

 B. Time of Torment (6:1–20:3) 
Chapters 6-18 take their structure, their backbone, from the opening of the seven seals of the scroll, the 
blowing of the seven trumpets, and the pouring of the seven bowls. In these chapters the events of 
the seven year Tribulation are prophesied. Various other events are told, but they are inserted into 
this “backbone.” 

The following seems to be the simplest and the most natural way to understand the connection be-
tween the seals, trumpets, and bowls: 
The seventh seal contains all seven of the trumpets, and the seventh trumpet contains all seven of 
the bowls. This might be called the “Telescoping View.” See the chart just before the discussion of Rev-
elation 1:1. 
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The seals, trumpets, and bowls become a narrative chain through the book. Into this narrative chain a 
few other things have been inserted. Each “insertion” becomes another motivation for the seven 
churches of chapters two and three to be victorious. 

As the seals are opened, there is judgment upon those who live on the earth. This judgment originates 
in heaven, not from Satan or from the beast. God judges the earth. The scroll, which is the last will and 
testament for “the victors,” is opened by the Lord, not by Satan. This judgment might have been fright-
ening for the members of the congregation of Laodicea, because they were so rich. Perhaps they were 
well connected with the mighty and powerful people that are to be judged, but to the persecuted 
church, this judgment is the vengeance of the Lord upon those that have caused them such pain. The 
Lord does not just say, “Be patient.” He calls for patience, but He also tells the church how He will repay 
their enemies. 

6:9 And when He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had 
been killed on account of the word of God and on account of the testimony of the Lamb 
which they were holding on to. 

When the congregation in Smyrna first heard this, perhaps someone whispered, “Some of our 
friends are already there, and they were the best of us.” And after reading a verse or two more, one 

elder there said, “There are so many souls under the altar already.…” He tearfully gave some 
names. “Why do they have to wait?” But the one reading said, “All this time we have been thinking 

He didn’t love us, or was angry because of our sins, or even that He was asleep like the gods we 
used to worship, but you will see that He has something else in mind. ‘The number filled up…’, it is 
almost like the brothers and sisters that have been taken from us were selected to receive a special 
honor.” For a minute he could not speak – he was thinking of his godly older brother whose refusal 

to burn the hated incense had cost him his life less than a year earlier. 

This seal is different from the others because the opening of this seal does not bring judgment. With the 
fifth seal our attention is turned to the martyrs, who are very important in the Book of Revelation, as 
was already suggested in the letter to Smyrna, where the suffering church is asked to be faithful un-
til death, and thus receive a crown of life. 

From the viewpoint of those of us on the earth martyrdom is an accident, but from the viewpoint of 
heaven martyrdom is worship offered in ministry.  The persecuted church is asked to believe this. 29

6:10 And they cried out with a loud voice, saying “How long, Master, holy and true, will You 
not judge and avenge our blood against those who dwell upon the earth?” 
When Stephen was killed (Acts 7:54-8:1) he prayed, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When 
the Lord Jesus was crucified (Luke 23:34) He prayed, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what 
they are doing.” But these martyrs under the altar are not asking that their persecutors be forgiven. 
They ask instead, How long, Master, holy and true, will You not judge and avenge our blood 
against those who dwell upon the earth? Perhaps this striking difference is a matter of the heart 
motivation. When we on earth reject forgiveness for those that persecute us, and instead seek to be 
avenged, it is most likely motivated by our self-interest. But these martyrs in Revelation 6:9-11 left 
all selfishness behind the moment they died. They are instead purely concerned with the glory of 
their Master, who is holy and true, and they long for His holiness and righteousness to be displayed 
to the whole earth. As long as He has not yet judged evil on the earth, there are people who can say 
that the Almighty One is not holy and true. These martyrs long for the Kingdom of God to be estab-
lished on the earth so that the earth is full of God’s holiness and righteousness like the water covers 
the sea. In 19:2 their prayer is answered.  30
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6:11 And to each was given a white robe, and it was said to them to rest yet a while, until 
the number is completed of their fellow slaves and their brothers and those that are about 
to be killed, as also they were killed. 
The reader will remember where he has read about white clothing already, and who it was that will 
be wearing it. It was given to the 24 elders and the “victors.” These are the ones that were “faithful 
until death,” mentioned in 2:10. Death is not the end of man, and believers that are faithful until death 
are given something special to show their faithfulness. When reading this, surely the members of 
the church in Smyrna were encouraged. When we understand the importance of rewards in this 
book, we are assured that they are very satisfied with what they have received from the Lord, because it 
is a token of their status as victors. 

The total number of martyrs has been determined by God. That total number needs to be com-
pleted first, and then the Lord will come to earth to establish His Kingdom. The Lord is not interest-
ed in lowering the number of those that will die for Him. He gives the high privilege of this victory to 
a certain number of people, whom He values and whom He shall reward. Note also Philippians 
2:17 and 2 Timothy 4:6. 

6:12-15 And I saw when He opened the sixth seal, a huge earthquake happened, and the 
sun became as black as sackcloth made of hair, and the whole moon became as red, and the 
stars of heaven fell upon the earth like a fig tree dropping its summer figs when shaken 
by a strong wind. And the sky was separated like a scroll rolling up, and every mountain 
and island was moved from its place. And the kings of the earth, and the nobles, and the 
commanders, and the rich, and the powerful, and everyone – slave and free – hid themselves 
in the caves and among the rocks of the mountains. 
The seven types of people listed here reach all levels of mankind with an emphasis on the upper levels 
of society who resist the work of God on the earth. The list of people is repeated in 19:18 where the 
judgment that they fear actually befalls them. See also Isaiah 2:10, 19, 21 about hiding from God’s judg-
ment. 

6:16-17 And they said to the mountains and to the rocks, “Fall upon us, and hide us from the 
face of the one seated on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb, because the great 
day of His wrath has come, and who is able to stand against it?” 

As these words were read in Smyrna, someone whispered “The governor will be there, that’s for 
sure.” Another said quietly, “That Commander Flavius will be hiding under one big rock, he stands 
so tall now!” Another said, “The officer that took my orchard last week just laughed at me and said, 

‘Pray to your Lamb of God, if He loves you so much!’” 

It is ironic that such powerful people should be so afraid, and it is ironic that they would be afraid 
of the wrath of the Lamb, since lambs are normally such gentle animals. 

The “Insertions” 
In all of the Book of Revelation there are about eleven “insertions” that the Lord placed into the 
framework of the book, that is, the series of seals, trumpets, and bowls. They seem to be indepen-
dent from the seals, trumpets, and bowls. 

Insertion: Many people… who come out of the great tribulation (7:9-17) 
This great multitude is not the same as the 144,000 Jews in 7:1-8. This is clear because they are 
specifically “from every nation, tribe, people, and language,” and this group cannot be numbered, but 
the 144,000 are numbered.  
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7:9 After these things – and look! – a great multitude that no one was able to count, from 
every nation, tribe, people, and language, standing before the throne and before the Lamb 
clothed in white robes, and with palm branches in their hands. 
To show that this vision is distinct from the one in 7:1-8, John begins this section with the words, after 
these things. 

This group was so large that no one was able to count them. They were from every nation, tribe, 
people and language. This does not mean that everyone from every nation will be gathered there. In 
fact standing in stark contrast, 11:9-10 tells us that people from “every people, tribe, nation and lan-
guage” celebrate the death of God’s two witnesses.  31

Here in 7:9 their white robes remind us of the white robes given to victors in chapters two and 
three. The palm branches they hold are connected to victory and purification in 1 Maccabees 13:51 
and 2 Maccabees 10:7 in the Apocrypha. See also John 12:13. 

7:10 And they are shouting out in a loud voice, saying “Victory to our God, seated on the 
throne, and to the Lamb!”  
Their cry is often translated “salvation to our God,” but a better translation would be victory to our 
God…. This term means victory or “deliverance” in Luke 1:71; Acts 7:25; Hebrews 9:28; Revelation 
12:10; and 19:1. 

7:13-14 And one of the elders responded saying to me, “These clothed in white robes – who 
are they and where did they come from?” And I said to him, “My lord, you know.” And he 
said to me, “These are the ones coming out of the Great Tribulation, and they have washed 
their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb! 

One young woman said, “Are these the same as those under the altar? Will Alex be there, and 
Rose?” She was thinking of her two cousins that were martyred the year before. The one reading 
told her, “I think our people were earlier, this seems to be people that will, during the Seven Year 

Tribulation, suffer as our people have suffered. But look, the white clothes they'll have.…” 

The term, the Great Tribulation, could also be translated “the great suffering.” The use of the ar-
ticle says that the meaning is not suffering in general which God’s people experience from age to 
age, but the Great Tribulation that will happen at the end of the age. It is the time that is covered by 
Revelation 4-19, the seven year period that (as we learn from other books in the New Testament) 
begins with the Rapture of the church, and ends with the coming of the Lord Jesus to establish His 
Messianic Kingdom. 

It is difficult to determine the relationship between those coming out of the Great Tribulation and 
those who are killed “on account of the word of God and on account of the testimony of the Lamb” 
that are “under the altar” and given white robes in 6:9-11. Most likely they are the same people, mar-
tyrs that were killed in the Tribulation, especially since martyrs do play a large role in the Book of Rev-
elation. 

If indeed these are Tribulation martyrs, then their attitude in 7:10 is very interesting: they are not cry-
ing out about their own sufferings, but about the victory of the Lamb of God. 

The reader that is today suffering persecution will see in what is said about this great multitude, and 
realize that even though this is a future group, many things that are said about them will also be said 
about martyrs throughout the ages. God values and will reward all who are faithful until dead, in any 
age. 
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The statement that they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb is a very rich and powerful expression. If indeed these are martyrs, then their clothes were not 
stained with sin. Rather they were stained red with their own blood when they were, like Antipas men-
tioned in Revelation 2:13, killed for their testimony. From a human perspective they appeared horrif-
ic. But by being washed in the blood of the Lamb who Himself was slain, and was victorious, those 
horrific-looking clothes become white. With the white robes of the victors of chapters two and 
three, they can stand “before the throne and before the Lamb.” Here we see them standing in front of 
the throne upon which God the Father is seated, and in front of Jesus Christ, but later in Revelation 
20:4 we will see them seated upon thrones, to rule and reign with Christ for a thousand years. 

7:15 Therefore they are before the throne of God, and they are serving Him day and night in 
His temple, and the One seated upon the throne will dwell with them. 

When that verse was read in Smyrna, one of the elders marveled, saying “Martyrs will get to be that close to 
our God! They have suffered, but they will be so near Him!” 

Their right to dwell in the temple of God reminds us of the right of the victors in 3:12, who “never 
again... go out of” the temple. In chapters two and three we read promises given to the believers who 
are faithful to death, and in these verses we also read of some of the fulfillment of those promises.  

We are told little about the One seated upon the throne until the end of the Book of Revelation. It is 
as if His face is turned away from us. But here, for these people that came out of the Great Tribulation, 
He is more personal. He will dwell with them. He does not hide His face from them. In fact, in 
verse 17 it is He that wipes away every tear from their eyes. Note also that in the New Jerusalem, 
in Revelation 21:3 His “home is with mankind, and He will live with them.” The closeness with God 
that these martyrs enjoy during the remainder of the Tribulation will be enjoyed by all the victors, 
living in the New Jerusalem, as described in Revelation 21:3. 

7:16 They will hunger no longer, neither will they thirst any longer, nor will the heat of the 
sun fall upon them, nor will any burning heat, 
During the persecutions they suffered in the Great Tribulation they had to flee their homes, and were 
subject to hunger, thirst, and the heat of the sun. All that is now past for them. These words surely 
comforted those of the seven churches enduring persecution, and should be a comfort today to all 
persecuted believers. 

7:17 because the Lamb in the middle of the throne shepherds them and leads them to springs of 
living water, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 

The one reading the text added, “Our people also suffered hunger, thirst, and the heat of the sun 
during their final days here, what a rich comfort they will enjoy when the Lamb shepherds them 

and our God wipes away their tears!” 

This is of course a reversal of roles. Normally a shepherd would lead a lamb, but in this case the 
Lamb shepherds the people. He shepherds them with so much goodness and kindness. Despite His 
exalted position in the middle of the throne, He leads them to springs of living water. 

In 2:7 there is a special promise for the victors, that they will be given “to eat from the tree of life, 
which is in the paradise of My God.” Most likely these springs of living water, offered to those 
who come “out of the Great Tribulation” are also located in that paradise. Indeed, in 22:1 we read about 
“the river of the water of life” that comes out “from the throne of God and of the Lamb” in the New 
Jerusalem. 
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Mounce  writes that the tears that will be wiped away by God from their eyes are not tears of 32

repentance for a life wasted on what was fleeting. Rather, these are like the tears that are on the face 
of a child who was sad and then suddenly joyful. The tears are still on their faces but the sadness has 
been forgotten and replaced with joy. The ones who come out of the Great Tribulation are like that. On 
their faces there are still tears from the heavy suffering that they experienced in the world before 
they were killed because of their witness. As noted above, God Himself will wipe these tears away. 
He is not distant and removed from those heroes, the martyrs from the Tribulation. 

If indeed these are martyrs, then this statement is significant. Two things are strongly implied in 
these words: one, the special blessings offered to victors are really worth pursuing at any and all 
cost, and two, failure to gain those special blessings, while certainly not like eternal hell, is very 
much to be avoided. See especially Luke 19:11-27, and the difference between the ashamed (and 
probably tearful) servant that just buried the mina, and the enemies of the king that are killed in front 
of him. That servant who is ashamed represents believers who will be ashamed at His coming – 
they receive a rebuke rather than a reward; the enemies of the king represent those that never be-
lieved in Jesus – they will be thrown into eternal punishment. 

See also 1 John 2:28, which strongly implies that some of the readers, addressed as “dear children,” will 
be ashamed before Him at His coming. See 1 John 2:12-14 for proof that those “dear children,” and all 
the readers that John is addressing in 1 John, are believers. 

8:1 And when He opened the seventh seal there was silence in heaven for about half an hour. 
There will probably be a great feeling of suspense during that half an hour, and nobody will dare to 
say a thing. What will the Lamb do now? Are these judgments upon those that dwell upon the 
earth complete? Is the Kingdom of Earth (as the rabbis used to call it) ready to be “invaded” by the 
Kingdom of Heaven? 

8:2-3 And I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and seven trumpets were given to 
them. And another angel came and stood beside the altar holding a golden censer. And a great 
deal of incense was given to him so that he might offer it up, with the prayers of all the saints, 
on the golden altar before the throne. 

A young voice asked, “Are our prayers there too?” “Yes, our prayers are most certainly there.” 
“Good, then I'll keep praying.” 

8:4 And the smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints, went up before God from 
the hand of the angel. 
So often we pray against evil, and we pray that righteousness will prevail, but we wonder if our 
prayers are even heard. Probably the church in Smyrna felt that way too. Some of our prayers seem to 
be stored up in heaven waiting for the day described here, because they are mixed with incense, 
and those prayers also mix with the smoke of that incense, and they rise up to God. This is a pow-
erful picture of how God experiences our prayers. Our prayers are like the powerful smell of in-
cense rising up, which cannot be ignored. 

8:5 And the angel took the censer, and filled it from the fire from the altar, and threw it to 
the earth, and there were thunder, roaring, lightning, and an earthquake. 

Five year old Josiah asked, “Will my prayers turn into thunder or an earthquake?” (They took 
away his father two years ago, and no one knows what happened to him.) 

Apparently as an answer to the prayers of the saints, God has that angel take the censer of incense, 
which is somehow metaphorically related to our prayers, and that angel sends that fiery censer crashing 
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down on the earth. It is as though God has gathered the prayers of His people, prayers against 
wickedness, into a great fiery ball, and finally sends that blazing ball down upon the wicked! Your 
prayers, oh suffering congregation, will be answered. 

In 6:10 those whose souls were under the altar asked “How long, Master, holy and true, will You 
not judge and avenge our blood against those who dwell upon the earth?” In this verse their prayers 
come before God and are answered. Apparently in response to the prayers of the saints, God who 
sits on the throne judges and avenges their blood with thunder, roaring, lightning, and an earth-
quake. 

Just as the seal judgments were preceded by incense and prayer in Revelation 5:8, so the trumpet 
judgments are preceded by incense and prayer. 

8:6 And the seven angels having the seven trumpets prepared themselves so that they might 
blow them. 
These Trumpet Judgments are somewhat parallel to the ten plagues on Egypt in Exodus 7-11,  but 33

the Bowl Judgments are even more closely parallel. Just as God judged the Egyptians that had op-
pressed His people before He inaugurated a new age, the age of Israel, so He will judge those that 
have oppressed His people before He inaugurates the age of the Messianic Kingdom. 

In 8:3-5 the prayers of the righteous before the altar begin to be answered. Apparently in this passage, 
those prayers continue to be answered. Again here the seven churches in Asia are reminded of the 
power of prayer. 

Insertion: Two Witnesses (11:3-14) 
In the insertions in chapter seven there were elements of witness and martyrdom. In this insertion 
also, there are elements of witness and martyrdom. This passage describes the two witnesses’ 
empowerment, as well as their ministry, their martyrdom, and their resurrection. 

11:3 “And I will give My two witnesses even that they will prophesy for 1,260 days, dressed 
in sackcloth.” 
In the midst of Jerusalem being trampled by the gentiles, God empowers two witnesses to proph-
esy for Him three and a half years. The Lord is doing His great work through these two men. In fact, 
the end of 11:13 describes great fruit from their ministry, in contrast to the lack of repentance from 
all the judgments that are poured out on those that inhabit the earth (note 16:9). Here we see the impor-
tant idea that judgment does not bring people to faith, but Gospel witness does. 

The identity of the two witnesses is often debated, but since the Lord did not clarify the identity of 
the two witnesses, there is no need for us to know their identity! Their clothing emphasizes their roles 
as prophets (Zechariah 13:4) calling people to repent (Jeremiah 4:8 and Matthew 11:21). 

In the Book of Revelation, witness is powerfully effective in combination with the judgments of God. 
Without any witness, judgments have brought about little repentance throughout the book. Witness 
and martyrdom are certainly major themes in this book. See 7:9-17 and 10:11 as well. 

11:4 These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands that are standing before the Lord of 
the earth. 
They are called olive trees and lampstands, terms also used in Zechariah 4. In the same way as 
Joshua and Zerubbabel in Zechariah were reminded of God’s resources as they completed their tasks, 
so we are reminded that the two witnesses will have God’s resources as well.  Just as olive oil makes 34

the lamp produce light, so also the two witnesses of God can serve “not by strength, and not by might, 
but by My Spirit” (Zechariah 4:6). This verse emphasizes that the two witnesses serve in the power of 
the Spirit. 
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11:5 And if anyone wants to harm them, fire comes out of their mouths and devours their en-
emies. And if anyone wants to harm them, they must be killed in this way. 
Their ability to call fire down upon any who would harm them is like Elijah’s power in 2 Kings 
1:10-14, though the fire did not come out of Elijah’s mouth. 

11:6 These men have the power to close the sky so that rain does not fall during the days of 
their prophecies. And they have power over the waters to turn them into blood, and to 
strike the earth with every kind of plague as often as they might want.  
Their power to cause a drought reminds us of Elijah in 1 Kings 17:1. Their power to turn the waters 
into blood reminds us of Moses in Exodus 7. Whatever these men of God do to confirm their witness to 
the nations may be even more terrible than what was done by Moses or Elijah in the Old Testament, 
but Moses and Elijah become good models for the ministry of the witnesses of God in the final days. 

Bauckham  observes that the plagues or judgments by themselves will not bring repentance, as 35

emphasized in 9:20-21. In the ministry of the two witnesses there are two distinct elements that are 
not in the chain of judgments of the seals and the trumpets: the death of the witnesses, and the 
news that they tell. Plagues from God, if not accompanied by witnessing, will not bring people to re-
pentance. 

11:7 And when they have finished their testimony, the beast that comes up out of the abyss 
will make war on them and be victorious over them and kill them. 
Without a lot of explanation, John introduces the beast that comes up out of the abyss. It seems 
that this person is the same as the beast which is “coming up out of the sea” in 13:1, known in oth-
er parts of the New Testament as the Anti-Christ. 

The two witnesses will not be killed until they have finished their ministry. In fact, as the Lord ex-
plained in John 11:7-10, they could not be killed until they finished their ministry. This is comforting! 
We too will not be killed a moment before our ministry from God is completed. This was especially 
important for the congregation in Smyrna, and is today especially important for all persecuted 
churches. But witnesses like this, who according to 11:13 will be very fruitful, must be willing to die, 
just as the church in Smyrna was encouraged to “be faithful until death….” 

11:8 And their corpses will be in the street of the great city that is spiritually called 
“Sodom” and “Egypt,” where their Lord was also crucified. 
To not bury a body is a terrible offense, both in the Greek culture and in the Hebrew culture (as is clear 
in 1 Kings 21:23-24; Jeremiah 8:1-2; and 14:16.) The city where their bodies lie exposed and unburied 
is called “Sodom” and “Egypt” because it is the unrepentant Jerusalem, where their Lord was 
also crucified. 

11:9 For three and a half days those from every people, tribe, language, and nation will look 
at their corpses, and it will not be permitted to place their corpses in a tomb. 
Perhaps the three and a half days that their bodies are exposed to public and worldwide view is paral-
lel to the three and a half years of their ministry, but this is not clear from the text. 

11:10 And those who dwell upon the earth will rejoice over them and be delighted, and they 
will give gifts to one another, because these two prophets had tormented those who dwell 
upon the earth. 
Bauckham  notes that this text is reminiscent of Esther 9:19 and 22, even though in that text it is the 36

Jews rejoicing over a victory against evil, but in Revelation 11:10 it is Jew and gentile rejoicing over 
an apparent victory over God’s two witnesses. 

11:11 And after three and a half days a breath of life from God entered into them, and they 
stood on their feet, and great fear fell upon those who were watching them. 
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The witness that is ready to die for his or her faith is a very powerful instrument in God’s hands! 
Surely this verse would impress those in Smyrna to whom the One “Who was dead and Who lives” 
said “be faithful until death and I will give you the crown of life.” 

11:12 And they heard a loud voice from heaven saying to them: “Come up here!” And they 
went up into heaven in a cloud and their enemies watched them. 
Note that just as the Lord Jesus ascended into a cloud while others looked on, so the two witnesses 
went up into heaven in a cloud while their enemies watched them. 

11:13 And in that day there was a major earthquake and a tenth of the city fell; seven thou-
sand people were killed in the earthquake, and the rest became afraid and gave glory to 
the God of heaven. 
Note that just as the resurrection of Jesus was accompanied by an earthquake, so the resurrection 
of His witnesses is accompanied by an earthquake. The earthquake causes a tenth of the city of 
Jerusalem to fall and seven thousand to die. 

To give glory to the God of heaven is to truly repent and believe. It always means that in the Book 
of Revelation. See Revelation 4:9; 14:7; 16:9; and 19:7. It often means that in the Old Testament. See 
Joshua 7:19 and Jeremiah 13:16. See also Psalm 96:7-8; Isaiah 24:15-16; and 42:12. These were people that 
really repented, really believed, and really worshiped God in Christ. 

To properly understand this passage we must understand that it is as though 1 Kings 19:18 were 
rewritten! In that passage only seven thousand are righteous, but here all except seven thou-
sand are righteous. Having only seven thousand die, and the rest repent, is really wonderful when 
it is compared with the corresponding events in 1 Kings 19:14-18. In that passage, during Elijah’s 
ministry, seven thousand believed, and all the rest were idolaters. Besides that, a tenth is also used 
in the Old Testament (note Amos 5:3 and Isaiah 6:13) about the remnant of the people of Israel who did 
not experience judgment. But now seven thousand die, and all the rest repent. That is much more 
wonderful! This is the climax of the witness theme in the book, and highlights the importance of 
being a witness who is willing to die.  37

In summary, as opposed to the lack of results when judgments fall upon those who dwell upon the 
earth, when there is a witness that is willing to die and the power of God is present, the Old Testament 
pattern is turned upside down: rather than a few believing but most perishing, we see many believe and 
only a minority die. This is a great encouragement to Smyrna and Philadelphia – and us – to witness 
in the power of God, and see great results. It is also part of the on-going theme of martyrdom in this 
book. 

The one reading this passage paused at this verse, and said, “Those of our number that have given 
their lives for the Lord were killed, as these two witnesses were killed, by those that hate the Good 
News. Now all we see are graves and sadness, but perhaps someday we will see that their witness, 

and our witness, has been effective, as was the witness of the two described in this passage.” 

11:15-18 And the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven say-
ing: 
 “The kingdom of the world 
 has become the kingdom of our Lord 
 and of His Christ, 
 and He will reign for ever and ever.” 
And the twenty-four elders who are seated on their thrones before the throne of God fell 
upon their faces and worshiped God saying, 
 “We give thanks to You, O Lord, God All-powerful, 
 the One who is and who was, 
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 because You have received Your great power 
 and begun to reign. 
  And the nations were enraged, 
 but Your wrath has come, 
 and the time for the dead to be judged, 
 and the time to give wages to Your slaves, the    prophets, 
 and to the saints and to those who fear Your name,   small and great, 
 and to destroy those who destroy the earth.” 
The persecuted but faithful church will note that part of this rich and profound praise of God is that He 
will give wages to His slaves, the prophets, and to the saints and to those who fear His name. 
The rewards for those who fear God’s name are strongly emphasized here. This should be an encour-
agement to the persecuted church! 

God’s judgment is not random. He left the earth in the care of mankind (Genesis 1:26-28), but man 
destroyed what was given to him. Because of this, unrepentant man will be destroyed.  38

Insertion: The Woman, the Child, and the Dragon (12:1-17) 
Chapters 12-14 provide the broad heavenly perspective, portrayed in symbolic language, of the on-go-
ing war between God’s people and His enemies, and also the victory of God’s people who witness 
and are faithful until death. Chapter 12 tells about war: war on earth (12:1-6), war in heaven (12:7-12), and 
again war on earth (12:13-17). This insertion, with its heavenly perspective, gives the persecuted church 
a clearer idea of how it is that they are suffering as they are. There is an on-going war betwen heaven 
and earth, and they have shifted sides, and are on heaven’s side in this war. 

War on Earth (12:1-6) 
12:1 And a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon un-
der her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars. 
The word sign is prominent in this section. Its use reminds us that this chapter is full of symbols. The 
woman represents Israel, with the twelve stars represent the twelve tribes. In Genesis 37:9, the sun, 
the moon, and the eleven stars represent Jacob, Rachel, and eleven of the twelve sons of Jacob. 

12:2 And being pregnant, she was screaming in labor pains, and struggling to give birth. 
The woman is in labor. Israel is also pictured experiencing labor pains in Isaiah 66:7-11 and Mic-
ah 4:10. 

12:3-4 And another sign appeared in heaven: look! A huge fiery dragon having seven heads 
and ten horns, and on its heads seven crowns. And his tail sweeps away a third of the stars 
of heaven and he threw them to the earth. And the dragon stood before the woman as she 
was about to give birth, so that whenever she gave birth he could devour her child. 
In Revelation 9:1 and Job 38:7 angels are called stars. Another closely related text is Daniel 8:10. Ap-
parently this text indicates that the devil brought one third of the angels with him in his fall from 
heaven. 

From the beginning there was enmity between God’s people and Satan, but this enmity reached a 
climax when the Child was about to be born. This is told in detail in the Gospel of Matthew, especially 
in the account of how King Herod sent the soldiers to Bethlehem to kill all male children under two 
years of age. In this vision the language is dramatic and terrible. These stars that have been thrown 
down to the earth hate believers, all the more do they hate faithful believers, victors! 

12:5-6 And she gave birth to a son, a male child, who will shepherd all the nations with an 
iron staff. And her child was snatched away to God and to his throne, and the woman fled 
into the wilderness where she had a place prepared by God, so that there they could care for 
her for 1,260 days. 
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The male child is clearly Jesus Christ. He will become King of kings. He will shepherd all the na-
tions with an iron rod, and according to Revelation 2:26-27 the victors will be given the right to 
reign with Him. In this one brief verse the birth of Christ is mentioned, and His ascension, and His 
future reign, but this present age is totally omitted! The focus of this passage is the war between 
Christ and Satan. The woman, Israel, is taken care of in the desert, apparently during the Tribula-
tion. 

War in Heaven (12:7-12) 
In this section John tells about the war from the heavenly perspective. 12:7 And there was war in 
heaven. Michael and his angels battled against the dragon, and the dragon battled, with his 
angels. 
The angel named Michael appears in Daniel 12:1 as a protector of the people of Israel. 

12:8 And the dragon was not strong enough to prevail; he could not even find a place for 
them any longer in heaven. 
In the war in this section, Satan and the fallen angels are defeated. The word them probably refers 
to the dragon’s fallen angels. 

12:9 And he was thrown – the great dragon, the ancient snake, the one called devil and Satan, 
the deceiver of the whole world – he was thrown to the earth, and his angels with him were 
thrown. 
Even though the devil has already been cast out of heaven as Isaiah 14:12-14 and Luke 10:18 describe, 
it seems that even now the devil still enters heaven, not with the status of legitimate resident, but to 
accuse, as in Job 1:6-12; 2:1-6; and Zechariah 3:1-2. However, this verse tells of a point in time in the 
future when the devil and his angels will have no further access into heaven, and will no longer be 
able to accuse men before God. They will be completely ejected from heaven, and then, later, be com-
pletely ejected from earth as well. 

In this vision, the great dragon is not only called the ancient snake, but also devil and Satan. The 
term devil is from the Greek word “accuser” or “slanderer.” The name Satan is from a Hebrew word 
meaning “adversary.” The use of the name the ancient snake reminds the reader that the one 
thrown to the earth is the same one that deceived Eve, and was cursed by the LORD God in the 
Garden of Eden. 

12:10 And I heard a loud voice in heaven saying, 
 “Now the victory and the power and the Kingdom of  
  our God 
 and the authority of His Christ have come, 
 because the accuser of our brothers, 
 the one who accuses them day and night before our  
  God, 
 has been thrown, 
 he has been thrown down. 
When the devil is thrown from heaven, the victory of God is that much more obvious, and the King-
dom of God is that much nearer. They are also praising God because the accuser can no longer accuse 
the people of God. 

12:11  And they were victorious over him 
 by the blood of the Lamb 
 and by the word of their testimony, 
 and they did not love their lives until death. 
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The one reading lowered his voice, and quietly said, “We here all have dear friends that conquered 
our enemy in this way. By willingly dying for their faith, they have proven that they did not love 
their own lives, even to death. But friends, the Lord has not yet returned. How will it be for the rest 
of us?” One older man answered, “Before I heard these things, I didn't want to follow my son (no 

one in the room needed to ask what he meant, and they all remembered his bitter and angry tears 
the weeks after his son loved not his life, even to death). But I see now that he won a great victory 
when he – when he – refused to compromise. His victory followed the pattern of the Victory of the 

Lamb. Pray for me, I want to win that same victory.” He was crying again, partly because he 
missed his son so much, but also partly because he was sorry about the bitterness he had been 

holding on to. 

After hearing about one aspect of Satan’s defeat, in heaven, we now read of another aspect of his de-
feat, on earth. It is interesting to see these two aspects side by side, but we are not given any explana-
tion concerning the relationship between these two aspects of his defeat. In any case, not only were he 
and his fallen angels thrown down out of heaven in their warfare with Michael and his holy angels, 
but at least some of the very people he accused were victorious over him. 

This explanation of how people defeat the devil is very important in the Book of Revelation. Here the 
devil is defeated: 
 - by the blood of the Lamb, or perhaps by the declaration of that  blood 
 - by the word of testimony of those who would defeat him 
 - and by being willing to face death for their faith 

All three of these elements were illustrated by the ministry and death of the two witnesses in 11:3-10. 

This strange victory is a very significant theme in Revelation. God uses their witness to accomplish 
what the chain of judgments in the seven seals and seven trumpets could not do – cause many to re-
pent. In death they gain victory over the devil. What kind of a victory is that? It is a victory that 
means nothing to the cynical of this age that can only live for this life. It would sound very hollow in 
Sardis and Laodicea, but the congregation in Smyrna would understand exactly what this means. 
They must have been greatly encouraged to learn that not only are they spiritually rich even though 
they are physically poor, but also they can be spiritually victorious while they are being defeated phys-
ically and even martyred. 

This theme, that Satan will be defeated if believers are faithful, if they do not turn away and if they 
do not worship the representative of Satan, will come up again in 15:2-3. 

The relationship between 12:7-8, the victory of Michael over Satan and his angels, and 12:11 where 
bold believers witness even to death and overcome Satan, is important. Chapter 12:7-9 is a report of 
what happens in heaven while 12:10-12 is a voice celebrating victory. Satan is defeated on two fronts, 
on two places of battle in the war. He is defeated by the angels in heaven, and he is defeated on earth 
by the believers who boldly witness. Holy angels and bold believers both have their roles in this 
war. 

Those who defeat the adversary do not see their victory on earth. What they see with their eyes is 
only that they are killed because of their faithfulness and their witness. Awareness of the victory 
spoken of in this verse never comes by sight, but by faith. Note the comments on the use of the word 
“victory” in the discussion of 5:5. 

12:12 Therefore rejoice, you heavens and those dwelling in    them! 
 Woe to the earth and to the sea 
 because the devil has gone down to you with great  
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  anger, 
 knowing that he has little time!” 
Heaven should rejoice, not only because it is purged of the devil forever, but also because of the 
victory of the martyrs. But woe to the earth, he is not finished there yet. This does sound like the 
Tribulation! Because time is very limited for him, he will work intensely and fiercely. Chapters 13 
and 17 tell how the devil gives vent to his fury in this little time. 

War on Earth (12:13-17) 
Here our attention is brought back to the war on earth. Israel, which has come to faith in the Lord Jesus, 
is opposed by the devil, but helped to escape. At that point the devil turns to attack other believers. 

All these signs are written so the reader will understand that God has power over all of history, especial-
ly over the devil. This truth comforts His church as it is struck by Satan’s violence. 

12:13 And when the dragon saw that he was thrown to the earth, he pursued the woman 
who had given birth to the male child. 
It is not made clear here, but this does seem to be believing Israel, mentioned in Revelation 7:3-8. 
This fits with what Paul wrote in Romans 11:11-36. The day will come when the nation of Israel, 
the physical descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, will repent and believe in the Lord Jesus. 
That generation of Israel will be “grafted back into their own olive tree” (Romans 11:24). And they will 
then be pursued by the dragon, who will at that point be unable to accuse the saints before God be-
cause he will have been cast out of heaven. 

12:14 And the two wings of a great eagle were given to the woman so that she might fly into 
the wilderness, to her place where she can be cared for there for a time, and times, and half 
a time, away from the presence of the snake. 
Just as Israel was protected in the wilderness for forty years, so also believing Israel will also be cared 
for in the wilderness. 

12:15 And the snake spewed water like a river out of his mouth after the woman so that she 
might be swept away by a flood, 
The devil tries to destroy Israel in the wilderness by spouting a flood of water out of his mouth. 
Maybe the water mentioned here is a literal flood, which could kill the people of Israel if they were 
in a valley in the wilderness. 

12:16 and the earth came to the aid of the woman, and the earth opened up its mouth and 
swallowed the river that the dragon had spewed out of his mouth.  
The people of Israel who believe in the Lord Jesus are pursued by Satan, and then saved by a mira-
cle, so that the water coming out of Satan’s mouth does not destroy them. 

In Exodus we read about how God held back the waters of the sea until Israel was safe on the far 
side, and then let the waters return to their place, so that Pharaoh’s army was swallowed up by the 
waters. Here the earth opened up its mouth and swallowed the river so that Israel was safe. 

12:17 And the dragon became enraged at the woman and went away to make war on the rest 
of her offspring, those keeping the commandments of God and holding to the testimony of 
Jesus. 

After that was read one of the elders said, “As these persecutions against us have increased, I have 
often been surprised at the irrational intensity of people’s hatred against us. But here it is clear that 

the source of that intense hatred is the dragon.” 
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The dragon, unable to destroy Israel because she is miraculously protected during those years, turns 
to destroy the rest of her offspring. The dragon would destroy all believers in every age, but those 
Jewish believers are out of his reach, so then he tries to destroy the other believers. It seems like the 
expression the rest of her offspring is a figurative way of describing non-Jewish believers, the “other 
sheep” that the Lord Jesus mentions in John 10:16. They are further described as those keeping the 
commandments of God and holding to the testimony of Jesus. 

The term the testimony of Jesus (which is used in 1:2, 9; 12:17; 19:10; and 20:4) is the Word of the Lord 
Jesus. 

Insertion: First Beast (13:1-10) 
Here in chapter 13 the dragon’s two principal agents are introduced (although one of them was al-
ready mentioned in 11:7): the beast out of the sea, and the beast out of the earth. In this section Satan, 
who is called “the dragon,” is only mentioned in verses 2 and 4, but the beasts represent him. 

13:1 And I  stood on the sand of the sea, and I saw a beast coming up out of the sea, having 39

ten horns and seven heads, and on his horns ten crowns, and on his heads a blasphemous 
name. 
This first beast is the Anti-Christ.  He seems to be an extraordinary human being who lives during 40

this time period and serves the devil. He comes from the sea, and will be “thrown alive into the lake of 
fire burning with sulfur,” according to 19:20. 

The first beast’s description is remarkably similar to the dragon’s description in 12:3; both have ten 
horns and seven heads. But the beast has ten crowns, while the dragon has seven crowns. The 
number seven is often connected to the idea of “perfection” or “completion.”  Here it may suggest 41

that the Anti-Christ is completely evil, or it may suggest that he is an imitation of perfection. 

It is best to understand this as a yet-to-be-fulfilled prophecy. Today the church is not persecuted by the 
Anti-Christ, but as 1 John 2:18 makes clear there is the Anti-Christ that is coming, and also many anti-
Christs active today in the world. 

13:7 And it was given to him to make war against the saints and to be victorious over them. 
And authority was given to him over every tribe, and people, and language, and nation, 
Indeed, Anti-Christ can be victorious over the saints. Note the discussion of this significant term in 
the comments under 5:5. It is strange that the beast is victorious over the saints. This apparent contra-
diction is in fact a great irony, because although the devil is victorious over the saints in a physical 
victory, they are able to be victorious over him in a spiritual and eternal victory. 

13:8 and all those who dwell upon the earth will worship him, those whose names are not 
written in the Book of Life of the Lamb who was slain since the foundation of the world. 
The beast is very successful, and everyone that is not saved will worship him. This was already 
made clear in 13:4, where we read that “they worshiped the dragon who had given authority to the 
beast, and they worshiped the beast.” 

Sometimes we hear the idea that God is not just or righteous because He condemns people that never 
got a chance to hear the Gospel. It is said that perhaps they are seeking God, and would believe if 
they could hear the Gospel. This passage shows how wrong that idea is. People will worship the 
Anti-Christ without special help from God, but they do not worship Christ without the effective calling 
work of His Spirit. Unregenerate men are evil. The Apostle Paul takes the same view in Romans 
1:18-32. All men will want to worship the beast, except those whose hearts are touched by the 
Holy Spirit to bring them to faith in the Lord Jesus. 
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At the same time, divine election is also strongly stressed in this passage. God, who is sovereign, has 
already chosen the ones who will believe in Him, and their names have been written in the Book of 
Life. The names of those who worship the beast are not written there. 

God’s sovereignty was a great comfort for those who were suffering under the Roman Empire at the 
time of John, and will be for those under the power of the Anti-Christ in the last days, as well as for 
each person in every age who suffers persecution because of the name of Christ. 

13:10 Whoever holds captives, 
 he will go away as a captive.  42

           Whoever kills with the sword, 
 he must be killed. 
           Here there is the endurance and faithfulness of the       saints. 

The congregation in Smyrna knew exactly what this meant. They knew all about powerful men 
that hold captives, and powerful men that kill with the sword. They knew, too, that the justice these 
words promise is sure, but it is not swift. They understood that the words “will” and “must” in those 
words were binding. Their Lord was making them a firm promise. They also knew they were being 

asked to endure and be faithful. 

In Revelation 22:12 there is a similar promise that the Lord will “give to everyone according to what 
he has done.” However, these promises do not bring immediate relief from pain, and so it follows 
that there is the endurance and faithfulness of the saints. The persecuted church is asked to 
patiently endure; it is asked to “be faithful until death,” and it is assured that justice will eventually be 
done. There is no mention of an easy way out, no fire from heaven upon our enemies or other miracu-
lous deliverance, and no guidance on how to avoid pain. The Lord is calling for endurance and faith-
fulness. 

Insertion: Second Beast (13:11-18) 
With the introduction of the second beast there are now three prominent evil beings central to this sec-
tion. They might be called “The False Trinity,” because they imitate the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit. Just as Christ received power from the Father (Matthew 11:27), Anti-Christ receives power from 
Satan (Revelation 13:4); the Holy Spirit glorifies Christ (John 16:14), and the second beast glorifies Anti-
Christ (Revelation 13:12); Christ works so that mankind will worship God (Revelation 1:6), Anti-
Christ works so that mankind will worship Satan (Revelation 13:4); Christ has many crowns (Revela-
tion 19:12), Anti-Christ has ten crowns (Revelation 13:1).  43

13:11 And I saw another beast coming up from the earth, and he had two horns like a lamb, 
and he was speaking like a dragon. 
He had two horns, as opposed to the first beast with its ten horns. He appears like a lamb but truly he 
is more like a dragon, especially in his speaking.  He is like a dragon – he lies and deceives like 44

Satan. 

13:16 And he also caused everyone, small and great and rich and poor and free and slave, to 
be given a mark on their right hand or on their forehead.  
This is the opposite of the seal that the righteous have received in Revelation 7:3. 

These three pairs of words, small and great, rich and poor, free and slave emphasize that no one 
will be free from the demand to have this mark. 

13:17 And the result was that no one is able to buy or sell, unless he has the mark: the name of 
the beast or the number of his name. 
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It seems that this persecution will be carried out in a number of ways. The beast kills some who refuse 
to worship the image, and he also forbids buying and selling among those who do not receive this 
mark. This latter form of persecution is not violent, it is economic. Although it may be more systemat-
ic at the end of the age, in many lands and in many eras believers that would buy or sell have been 
shunned by those that hate them and their faith in Christ. 

In the end times persecutions, the Anti-Christ will exercise his economic control throughout the world, 
and it will cause great suffering for those that refuse to worship him. In this era, economic control is 
one of the tools that anti-Christs can use, even if their control is not as complete as what we read about 
in this passage. 

Insertion: 144,000 People (14:1-5) 
Chapter 13 was full of evil figures, but now our attention moves to Christ and those that worship 
Him. We, as readers, are comforted and strengthened because our King will surely be victorious, and 
He will be with His faithful people in all their struggles. 

14:1 And I looked – and see! – the Lamb standing on Mount Zion, and with him a total of 
one hundred and forty-four thousand, having His name and His Father’s name written on 
their foreheads. 
The expression “redeemed from the earth” in Revelation 14:3 confirms that this is a heavenly 
Mount Zion and that these people are no longer living on the earth. 

After being sealed on earth in Revelation 7:4-8, now here in chapter 14 apparently this same 144,000 Jews 
are safe in heaven, all accounted for, and none lost. If so, these are Jews who have repented, believed in 
Jesus Christ, and then were killed during the days of the Tribulation. 

In contrast to the mark of the beast, these wear the name of the Lamb, and His Father’s name, 
on their foreheads. Despite all the economic and violent persecutions of the beast, these have not 
worshiped the beast or the devil and they are no longer threatened by Anti-Christ because they are with 
the Lamb. 

The persecuted church today can take comfort from this passage, noting that not one of the one hun-
dred and forty-four thousand are missing. The Lord will never lose track of His faithful servants, 
even in the apparent chaos of this deadly era. 

Insertion: Three Angels (14:6-13) 
In this insertion, three angels bring up three themes: repentance, the judgment on Babylon, and per-
sonal judgment. This insertion ends with an encouragement to faithfulness. 

14:9-10 And another, a third angel, followed them, declaring in a loud voice, “If anyone wor-
ships the beast and his image, and receives the mark on his forehead, or upon his hand, he 
himself will also drink of the wine of God’s anger that has been poured undiluted in the 
cup of His wrath, and he will be tortured with fire and sulfur before the holy angels and be-
fore the Lamb.  
The punishment for those who “worship the beast and his image” is severe. The news from the angel 
with the “loud voice” becomes a reminder and an opportunity to repent. 

This punishment is likened to drinking wine... mixed undiluted. When decent people drank wine 
in biblical times, they drank it diluted, so being given undiluted wine is a metaphor for the punish-
ment prepared for worshipers of the beast and his image. The image is vivid. A person drunk from 
drinking undiluted wine had become shamefully incapacitated. Likewise, those that will suffer His 
wrath will be shamefully incapacitated. Lest anyone suggest that the drunkard does not mind, at the 
time, being drunk, it is further clarified that he will be tortured with fire and sulfur. 



$                 “WHAT WILL HAPPEN AFTER THIS”30

14:11 And the smoke of their torture goes up forever and ever, and those worshiping the 
beast and his image have no rest day and night, nor does anyone who receives the mark of 
his name.” 
The third angel gives a very thorough warning of the consequences of siding with the Anti-Christ. 
There will be no rest for them from their tortures. There will, however, be rest for “the dead who die 
in the Lord,” according to verse 13. 

Also, just as in 4:8 the four creatures praising the Lord have no rest day and night, so the judged, 
day and night, have no rest from their suffering. In fact, the exact same Greek words for that 
phrase are used in 4:8 and 14:11, although the word order is slightly different. This is clearly an inten-
tional contrast. 

In this verse, the smoke of their torture goes up forever and ever, and in 19:3 the smoke of 
the torture of Babylon also “rises from her forever and ever.” So we see that the worshipers of the 
beast and the city of Babylon receive the same punishment. The term day and night is also used in 
20:10, so that it appears that the fate of the worshipers of the beast is the same as the fate of Satan and 
the beast. Eternal punishment is not a new theme in the Word of God; in Isaiah 34:10 night and day 
and smoke that shall go up forever and ever are mentioned, and the Lord Jesus Himself said that in 
hell “their worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched” (Mark 9:48). 

In 8:4 we read that smoke and incense mixed with the prayers of the saints go up; those prayers are 
answered in this verse. The persecuted church is assured that its enemies, that is, the Lord’s enemies, 
will be judged. 

14:12 Here there is the endurance of the saints – those who keep the commandments of 
God and the faithfulness of Jesus. 

As this was read in Smyrna, the congregation must have welcomed this encouragement. In the 
context of persecution it is no easy task to stay away from the compromise that eventually leads to 

worshiping the beast and his image. 

At this point in this revelation the endurance of the saints needs to be emphasized. Then there is clar-
ification about which saints are being spoken of: those who hold to the commandments of God 
and the faithfulness of Jesus. They do not take the mark of the beast or worship him in order to 
avoid persecution. They do not compromise. 

The saints, meaning all who have been made holy by accepting the Lord Jesus as their Savior, are 
urged to join the ranks of those who hold to the commandments of God and the faithfulness 
of Jesus. In other words, this verse is a reminder, a call to be victors who patiently endure. This is, of 
course, a major theme in this book. As noted under Revelation 13:10, a similar passage, the Lord is ask-
ing for endurance. He does not offer any “quick fixes.” However, in the very next verse, He does offer 
something…. 

14:13 And I heard a voice from heaven saying, “Write: Blessed are the dead that die in the Lord 
from now on.” “Yes,” says the Spirit, “so that they may rest from their toil, because their 
deeds follow them.”  

After reading that verse, he said in a low voice, “Brothers and sisters, our dead are likewise blessed. 
They have rested from their labors among us, and their deeds will indeed follow them. Let us 

increase the fruitfulness of their deeds by following them in their faithfulness.” 



          PERSECUTION IN REVELATION     $31

This is one of the seven blessings of the book, which are always for obedient believers. Here they are 
called the dead that die in the Lord from now on. Since the setting being described is the Great 
Tribulation, during which the beast will be persecuting and murdering so many that are faithful to Christ 
and to God, most people that die faithful to the Lord will be martyrs. Here despite the pain of their 
martyrdom, they are said to be blessed. We will see them later in 20:4, on thrones, reigning with 
Christ for a thousand years. Here they are called blessed, they get rest from their toil (perhaps the 
toil of Gospel preaching during the difficult years of the Tribulation) and their deeds follow them. 
Do their deeds follow them so that they can be saved and enter the Kingdom based upon those 
deeds? Certainly not! Their deeds follow them so that they can enjoy rewards, inheritance, 
thrones, and crowns in that Kingdom. In 22:12 Jesus says, “My wages are with Me to pay out to each 
according to his deeds.” 

John clearly teaches that it is not our good deeds but the blood of the Lamb of God that redeems and 
saves us. That said, God does not forget our good works. Their good deeds follow the saints and 
bring blessing. Thus the voice from heaven and the Holy Spirit Himself comfort the church in Smyrna, 
along with each believer who is persecuted and remains faithful to Christ. 

15:1 And I saw another great and amazing sign in heaven: 
seven angels having the last seven plagues (they are last because in them the wrath of God 
is completed). 
Here the last series of seven plagues is announced, but it is not immediately carried out. 

15:2 And I saw something like a sea of glass mixed with fire, and those who were victori-
ous over the beast and his image and the number of his name, standing by the sea of glass, 
holding zithers from God. 

Someone asked the one reading the scroll, “Do you think our victors are going to be there standing 
beside that sea of glass along with those that conquered the beast?” He answered, “I think they 

defeated the spirit of the beast, even if in their day they hadn't heard of the beast that is described 
in this prophecy. They took their stand.” 

In 7:9-17 John sees a large group of people who have come out of the Great Tribulation, that have been 
victorious over all temptation, worshiping the Lord God. Only after worship were the seven trumpets 
described. So also in 15:1-4, before the explanation of the seven bowls is given, John sees those who 
were victorious over the beast and his image and the number of his name. 

People who die as martyrs without denying Christ are victorious over the Anti-Christ, because his 
goal is not to kill people, but to pressure them so that they will deny Christ and worship the beast or 
his image.  Morris notes that “in the early church the day of a man’s martyrdom was often called 45

the day of his victory.”  Maybe the Apostle Paul was thinking of that same victory when he wrote 46

2 Timothy 4:18 which says, “And He will deliver me from every evil work, and He will save me into 
His heavenly Kingdom….” Paul’s concern was not whether or not he would be killed in ministry; it 
was whether or not he would be faithful until death, and thus ushered into God’s heavenly Kingdom 
as a victor. Barclay agrees, saying, “The real victory is not to live in safety, to evade trouble, cautious-
ly and prudently to preserve life; the real victory is to face the worst that evil can do, and if need be 
to be faithful until death.”  47

In 14:1-5 the victorious 144,000 believing Jews stand on Mount Zion with the Lamb. Here in Revelation 
15:2 those who were victorious over the beast stand by the sea of glass. Because in 4:6 the “sea of 
glass like crystal” is before the throne of God, we know that in 15:2 they also stand before the throne 
of God. 

15:3 And they sang the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying: 
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 “Great and marvelous are Your deeds, 
 Lord God, the Almighty! 
 Righteous and true are Your ways, 
 King of the nations! 
Those for whom we feel sorry because they have been killed do not regret their death. Regret is far 
from their hearts. Their hearts are full of praises to the Lamb and to God. 

The song here is called the song of the Lamb because the Lamb earned the greatest and best victo-
ry, as He said in 3:21, “To the victor I will give to sit with Me on My throne, just as I was victorious 
and sat down with My Father on His throne.” As victors over the beast and his image and the number 
of his name, they are able to sing this song. They do not seek glory for themselves. Instead, their at-
tention is focused on the One they worship. 

15:4  Who will not fear You, Lord, 
 and glorify Your name, because You alone are holy? 
 For all the nations will come and worship before You, 
 for Your righteous acts have been revealed.” 
As a prelude to these last judgments, the victorious martyrs are given zithers, and they sing in praise of 
the Lord God, the Almighty. They emphatically proclaim that the day will come when all the nations 
will come and worship before the Lord. However, we know as well that judgment must first fall 
upon those that refuse to be made holy by the blood of the Lamb. 

We are presently living in an era in which too few of the nations come and worship the Lord, and 
in which His righteous acts are often not revealed, but hidden. We need to consider this verse in 
light of the conditions of the seven churches in chapters two and three. The reactions of those who 
are rich physically but are poor spiritually, those who are persecuted, and those who are lukewarm, 
will all be different. The rich may realize their poverty, the persecuted may be comforted, the luke-
warm returned to devotion, and the faithful may be strengthened in their faithfulness. 

16:1 And I heard a loud voice from the temple saying to the seven angels, “Go and pour out 
on the earth the seven bowls of the wrath of God upon the earth.” 

16:4-6 Then the third poured out his bowl into the rivers and into the springs of water, and 
they became blood. And I heard the angel of the waters saying: 
 “You are righteous – the One who is and who was, 
 the Holy One – because You have made these  
 judgments, because they poured out the blood of  
 saints and prophets, so you have given them blood to  
 drink. They deserve it!”  48

There is a close relationship between the nature of a sin and the nature of the corresponding judg-
ment. Beasley-Murray  and Mounce  explain that this relationship was not a foreign concept for the 49 50

Jews. Isaiah 49:26 says that the ones who oppress Israel will eat their own flesh and drink their own 
blood. See also Revelation 22:18-19. 

The angel in charge of the waters makes clear a connection which we (but not those in Smyrna!) might 
have missed: those that oppress God’s people will be avenged! 

16:7 And I heard the altar saying, “Yes, Lord God, the Almighty, true and righteous are Your 
judgments!” 
This is a figure of speech that is normally used in Hebrew and Greek literature. It is not the altar that 
speaks, but as in Revelation 6:9-10, “the souls of those under the altar.” After they see the judgment of 
this bowl, the souls under the altar, that is, martyred believers, are satisfied. This must have been a 
great comfort for the congregation in Smyrna. 
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16:15 “Look, I am coming like a thief! Blessed is he who stays alert and guards his clothing, 
lest he have to walk about naked and people see his shameful state.” 
This surprising break in the flow of the narrative, in which the Lord Jesus Himself speaks, reminds us 
that the chain of Seal, Trumpet and Bowl Judgments are closely connected to the seven letters to the 
seven churches. The whole book is tightly interrelated. Look! I am coming like a thief! is like what 
He said to Sardis in 3:3 “So if you do not wake up, I will come upon you like a thief….” There in 
Sardis they were certainly not staying alert, and felt no need to be guarding their clothing. 

This blessing, about having clothing and not being caught naked and ashamed (like someone from 
Laodicea in 3:17-18), is in harmony with the other six blessings of Revelation, as mentioned in the 
discussion of 1:3. What is said here is not new, but in the context it reminds us of the importance of 
faithfulness. This reminder is similar to the one given to the people of God in 18:4. 

16:17 And the seventh poured out his bowl into the air and a loud voice came out from the 
temple of heaven from the throne, saying: “It is done!” 
To begin the final judgment, the seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air. 

That seventh bowl brings its own judgment, unlike the seventh seal and the seventh trumpet. The 
judgment of the seventh bowl includes the destruction of Babylon and the cities of the nations. Ac-
cording to 16:19 the cities of the nations are destroyed along with Babylon, even though little or 
nothing is said about them in chapters 17-18, which give quite a bit of detail about the destruction of 
Babylon. 

This final judgment from the seventh bowl is accompanied by the voice of God, coming out from 
the temple of heaven from the throne saying: “It is done!” Indeed the final plague, a terrifying 
storm, is not yet mentioned when He speaks but it has begun, and all that remains is to await its ap-
pearance. It seems that the prayers of God’s people in Psalm 79:12, “And pay back sevenfold to the 
laps of our neighbors their reproach which they hurled upon You, O Lord,” have been perfectly an-
swered in this verse. 

16:18 And there were lightning, roaring, and thunder, and there was a great earthquake – such 
as had never happened since man has been on the earth, so great was that earthquake. 
The terrifying storm and earthquake spoken of in this verse are the result of the pouring out the sev-
enth bowl. 

16:19 And the great city became three parts and the cities of the nations fell. And Babylon 
the great was remembered before God, to give to her the cup of the wine of the anger of His 
wrath. 
The great city is Babylon in 17:18; 18:10, 16, 18, 19 and 21. This verse tells briefly what is then told in 
more detail in chapters 17-18. 

The city of Babylon is not just ruined, it experiences the cup of the wine of the anger of His 
wrath. The arrangement of the words here gives the impression that the judgment falling upon 
Babylon is very great. Because Babylon “gave all the nations drink of the wine of her immoral pas-
sion” (14:8), so in the end God gave her the cup she must drink. 

17:1 And one of the seven angels having the seven bowls came and spoke with me, saying 
“Come, I will show you the judgment of the great prostitute who is sitting on many wa-
ters, 
In chapter 17 the city of Babylon is first written about using the metaphor of an attractive woman 
who is a prostitute. This prostitute, who is a metaphor for the city of Babylon, seduces people 
into sexual sin and materialism, sins that are obviously present in some of the seven churches of 
chapters two and three. Indeed, sexual sin and materialism are rampant in today’s modern cities. 
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17:6 And I saw that the woman was drunk from the blood of the saints and from the blood 
of the witnesses of Jesus. And I was astonished, seeing her, a very astonishing sight.  

After he read this, he stopped and said, “We have known what this horror looks like from our point 
of view here on earth, but here we are seeing it from our Lord's point of view. Let me read on, and 

you will see what will come of all this.” 

Persecution experienced by Christians in the time of Nero and Domitian was not as horrible as the 
metaphors of this verse suggest. Like a drunk unable to control himself when wine is available, so also 
the great prostitute cannot control herself in persecution, in the pouring out of the blood of the 
saints. Like a drunk who is not satisfied with the wine that has been drunk, so also the great prostitute 
is not satisfied with the amount of blood already poured out. 

17:14 They will make war with the Lamb, but the Lamb will conquer them, because he is 
Lord of lords and King of kings, and those with Him are called, chosen, and faithful.” 

One older boy said, “Why is He called the Lamb? We can see that He is a great warrior!” One of the 
older women nearby responded, “Yes, He is a great warrior, but He won His greatest victory on the 

cross as the Lamb of God, our sacrifice, dying in our place, so that we can live and love Him.” 

It is as though the angel telling this cannot close the explanation about the great prostitute without 
noting that those ten evil kings will be defeated by the Lamb, though the victory mentioned here 
will be described in more detail in the next section (19:14). 

17:16 And the ten horns which you saw, and the beast, these shall hate the prostitute and 
make her desolate and they will make her naked, and they will eat her flesh and burn her up 
with fire.  
In the Book of Revelation evil appears in two forms: the beast along with the kings who conspire with 
him, and the city of Babylon along with the kings who “commit sexual immorality” with her. Anti-
Christ uses violence and false signs so that people will worship him; Babylon uses the seduction of sex-
ual sins and materialism to capture people. God’s people must be very careful about both of these 
strategies of Satan. Anti-Christ’s approach can be resisted with faith that Christ already experienced 
and defeated death. Babylon’s approach can be resisted by the realization that Babylon, who com-
petes with Christ for our hearts, is vile and repugnant. Several of the seven churches in chapters two 
and three were threatened by the beast’s violence, and several were threatened by Babylon’s seductions. 

17:18 And the woman which you saw, she is the great city that has royal rule over the kings 
of the earth.” 
The angel explains that there really is no woman named Babylon. The woman is a figure of speech 
to help us realize what the great city that has royal rule over the kings of the earth is really like. 

In chapter 17 we see, in apocalyptic style, the divine evaluation of hedonism and materialism. Chap-
ter 18 pictures the character and fate of that hedonistic and materialistic society, centered in the city 
of “Babylon.” In chapter 17 we see the spiritual perspective on the city, but in chapter 18 the physical 
side is stressed. Babylon is seen from heaven in chapter 17, while in chapter 18, the same city is seen 
from the deck of a cargo ship! 

For the believers in Smyrna, prophecies about Babylon’s fall simply confirm how right they were to side 
with the Lord, and not to compromise their faith for the sake of their property or their physical comfort. 
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18:1-4 After these things I saw another angel coming down out of heaven, having great au-
thority, and the earth shined from his glory. And he cried out in a mighty voice, saying 
“Fallen, Babylon the Great, and she has become the dwelling place of demons, and a haunt 
for every unclean spirit, and a haunt for every unclean and hateful bird. For from the wine 
of the passion of her immorality all the nations have fallen, and the kings of the earth have 
committed sexual immorality with her, and the merchants of the earth have gotten rich 
from the power of her sensuality.” And I heard another voice from heaven saying, “Come out 
of her, My people, lest you participate in her sins and lest you receive of her plagues, 

Hearing this, one of the teenagers in the congregation in Smyrna quietly said to his father, seated 
beside him, “We left the pleasures Babylon offers a long time ago,” and his father nodded in 

agreement. 

This is not the first time God has commanded His people to not participate in the sins of the peo-
ple around them. In Revelation 2-3 He exhorts the seven churches not to participate in the sins that 
some have fallen into. Also, He threatens them with negative consequences if they do not repent, 
just as here He threatens lest you receive of her plagues. 

18:5-6 because her sins have piled up to heaven and God has remembered her crimes. Pay 
her as she paid others, and double it for her, double in accord with her deeds. In the cup 
she mixed, mix for her double.  
The evil city will be judged! 

18:10-14 Standing far away for fear of her torment, they will say, “Woe, woe, the great city, 
Babylon, the mighty city, for in one hour your judgment has come.” And the merchants of 
the earth will weep and mourn for her, because no one buys their cargo any more, cargo of 
gold, silver, precious stones, pearls, fine linen, purple cloth, silk, scarlet cloth, all kinds of 
fragrant wood, all kinds of objects made of ivory, all kinds of things made of rare wood, 
bronze, iron, marble, cinnamon, incense, myrrh, frankincense, wine, olive oil, fine flour, 
wheat, sheep, cattle, horses, carriages, bodies and souls of people. “And the fruit of the desire 
of your soul is gone from you, and all luxury and radiance is lost from you, and you will 
never ever find these things.” 

The one reading said, “Brothers, sisters, before our homes were pillaged by those that took 
advantage of our helplessness, some of us had some of these things. A few of us enjoyed this…. and 

that….. But is that the fruit of the desire of our souls? I think we have known, and are here 
reminded, that we lost nothing of value, and as the Lord said to us, we are poor, but we are rich. 
And the riches we now have will never be destroyed like what we hear about in this prophecy. In 

one hour, those riches will be destroyed, but our riches will endure forever. People say we are poor, 
but hasn’t our Lord been good to us!” 

The expression the fruit of the desire of your soul is quite  expressive. Their souls longed for 
material wealth. The reader of the Book of Revelation must not think that because cinnamon or 
pearls are mentioned among the cargos of the merchants of the earth who mourn Babylon’s fall, they 
must never taste cinnamon or own pearls. The New Testament never makes a list of items and says, 
“These items are luxurious and therefore inappropriate for followers of the Lord Jesus.” Rather, the 
New Testament teaches us what a wonderful Savior we have, and what wonderful things He has done 
for us, and that He would draw us into such a deep love for Him, so that there would be no place in 
our souls for a desire for physical wealth. Other religions offer various lists of Do’s and Don’ts. In-
stead, the New Testament offers us a wonderful Savior, and we should love Him. He should be the de-
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sire of your soul. The congregation in Smyrna knew that full well, but how did the congregation in 
Laodicea hear these words? How do we hear these words? 

18:20 Rejoice over her, heaven, and saints, and apostles, and prophets, because God has 
judged her with the judgment you got from her. 
In other words, “Come, you who have been persecuted by the great prostitute, you whose blood she 
drank, this is your victory!” The use of because emphasizes that those who cried out and prayed in 
6:10 and 8:3-4 are finally comforted. In 6:11 we read that those who are persecuted are told to “rest 
yet a while, until the number is completed of their fellow slaves and their brothers and those that are 
about to be killed, as also they were killed.” Now here in 18:20 that number is finally completed, and 
there will be no more martyrs. 

18:21-24 And one mighty angel took up a stone like a large millstone, and threw it into 
the sea, saying “In this way Babylon, the great city, will be thrown down in a violent rush, 
and will never again be found. And the sound of zither players and musicians and flute-
players and trumpeters will never be heard in you again, and no craftsman of any craft will 
ever be found in you again, and the sound of a millstone will never be heard in you again, and 
the light of a lamp will never shine in you again, and the voice of bridegroom and bride will 
never be heard in you again, because your merchants were the elite of the earth, because by 
your sorcery you have deceived all the nations. And in her was found the blood of prophets 
and of saints and of all those slain upon the earth.” 
Another reason for the heavy judgment is that the city of Babylon was responsible for killing the 
prophets, the saints and all those slain upon the earth.  If this prophecy is about a single great 51

city that is called Babylon, then there is a figure of speech here, because that blood has been shed in 
many places throughout the earth. It seems to make more sense to say that the city of Babylon rep-
resents or signifies all the rich and powerful cities of the world, all of which have been guilty of mar-
tyring God’s people through the ages. Even when a prophet or saint is martyred outside of the rich and 
powerful cities of the world, the guilt for that shed blood is in those cities. Their leaders and gov-
ernments bear that guilt. 

Again we see that the blood of the persecuted, which does not seem to be valued by God in chapters 
two and three, is actually of high value to Him.  

This chapter emphasizes that wealth and luxury goods are temporary. All will be burned. The congrega-
tion of Laodicea that said of itself “I am rich and I have acquired wealth and I have need of nothing,” but 
was in fact “wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked” will be motivated to reevaluate 
themselves and their wealth, because their wealth is fleeting. 

On the other hand, the persecuted and physically poor congregation in Smyrna doubtless found great 
comfort in these words. 

Christ has His promises to whomever is faithful until death, to whomever does His work until the 
End. The modern global city also has its promises of sexual and economic pleasure. Which will you 
choose to strive for? 

19:1-2 After these things I heard something like the loud sound of a numerous throng in 
heaven, saying, “Hallelujah! Victory and power and glory belong to our God, because true 
and righteous are His judgments. For He has judged the great prostitute who corrupted the 
earth by her sexual immorality, and He has avenged the blood of His slaves from her hands!” 

The one reading said, without anger, “So, do you see? We shall be avenged. There is no place for 
plotting revenge or harm for our oppressors. We shall be avenged.” 
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Indeed, there are many reasons to praise God, but in this case, it is because true and righteous are 
His judgments. This is further explained by the words He has judged the great prostitute… and He 
has avenged the blood of His slaves from her hands! The kingdom of God on earth in our day is 
still in secret form according to the words of the Lord Jesus in Matthew 13. The kingdom of God cer-
tainly has not come with its glory fully revealed as long as Babylon still has “all the nations drink of 
the wine of her immoral passion” (14:8). However, once the Lord God has judged the great prosti-
tute and once He has avenged the blood of His slaves from her hands, the way is open for the 
coming of His Kingdom in all its fullness. 

19:5 And a voice went out from the throne, saying “Praise our God, all His slaves, and all who 
fear Him, the small and the great!”  
All those who could be called His slaves, who fear Him, are invited to praise God. Remember in the 
context of the Book of Revelation, the entire congregation in Smyrna and the entire congregation in 
Philadelphia are counted among those who fear Him, but those words are not fitting for the 
church of Laodicea, unless they have repented. The condition of those that are not victors in chapters 
two and three, people that cannot be said to fear Him, is not a major theme in these chapters. We 
are told very little about what will happen to them. That is not a theme that is developed in the Book 
of Revelation. To the reader that is thinking, “I am a believer, but not a victor, and I sure wish this book 
said more about my future,” this books says, “Never mind about that. Repent and be a victor!” 

19:6-7 And I heard something like the sound of a numerous throng, and like the sound of 
many waters, and like the sound of mighty thunder, saying “Hallelujah! For the Lord our God, 
the Almighty, has begun to reign! 
  Let us rejoice and be glad 
 and give Him glory, 
 because the wedding of the Lamb has come, 
 and His bride has prepared herself. 
This verse tells us that His bride has prepared herself for the wedding of the Lamb. She has 
an active role in her preparation. That active role has already been explained in chapters two and 
three.  The believers in Smyrna have been preparing themselves for this day. As believers obey the 
commands of chapters two and three, the bride is preparing herself for the wedding of the Lamb. 
What a joy and a blessing that will be! 

19:8 And it was given to her that she might be clothed in radiant and clean fine linen” (for the 
fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints). 
The impression that this is the clothing of the victors of chapters two and three, especially 3:4, 5, and 18, 
is strengthened by the explanation given: the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints. This 
suggests that the bride somehow consists of the victors, clothed with their righteous deeds. In-
deed, did we not read in the previous verse that “His bride has prepared herself”? She prepared herself 
by doing the righteous deeds of the saints, as she was exhorted to do in chapters two and three. 

19:9 And he said to me, “Write, ‘Blessed are those who have been invited to the banquet of 
the wedding of the Lamb!’” And he said to me, “These are the true words of God.” 

Someone asked, “Are we all going to be invited?” The one reading answered, “Remember how He 
said to us, ‘Hold on to what you have, so that no one takes your crown’? If we are faithful, then we 
will be invited.” And someone else said, “Yes, but it’s hard to be faithful in Smyrna. It’s hard, but I 
can see that it will be worth every ache and every tear.” Three or four in the congregation quietly 

said “Amen.” 

In order to determine who it is that will be invited to the banquet of the wedding of the Lamb, it is 
essential to understand the use of the term blessed in the Book of Revelation. The seven passages that 
use this term in the Book of Revelation (1:3; 14:13; 16:15; 19:9; 20:6; 22:7; and 22:14) are explained under 



$                 “WHAT WILL HAPPEN AFTER THIS”38

the discussion of 1:3. That discussion shows that all seven of these blessing passages, including blessed 
are those who have been invited to the banquet of the wedding of the Lamb, refer in a special 
way to the “victors,” those who have believed in Christ and are faithful until death. The Lord wants 
all believers to be there, but only the victors will be invited to the banquet of the wedding of the 
Lamb. As was noted in the discussion of 19:5, the Book of Revelation does not go into detail about 
the condition of those outside the wedding of the Lamb but still in the kingdom of God. They are 
almost completely ignored! 

The command, write, stresses the importance of the next sentence Blessed are those who have 
been invited to the banquet of the wedding of the Lamb! This declaration of blessing is impor-
tant, because as readers who are being persecuted hear and believe that they shall be blessed, they 
are strengthened to remain faithful. On the other hand, readers who are enjoying a comfortable life, 
like those in Laodicea, have to believe that what they enjoy is not a genuine blessing. 

Chapter 19:1-10 is a heavenly chorus of praise that God has judged and avenged His martyrs, and 
prepared a feast. It is praise for the seven seals, seven trumpets, and seven bowls, and for the cli-
mactic judgment on Babylon. 

Between the account of the great prostitute/Babylon (17:1–19:10) and the account of the Bride/the New 
Jerusalem (21:9–22:10), there is the account of the coming of Christ. His victory over all who oppose 
Him is strongly emphasized here. See how many of the things said about the Lord in these verses are 
drawn from chapters one, two, and three! This is the blessed hope of those that long for His appearing. 

19:11 And I saw heaven opened and look! – a white horse! And the One seated upon it was 
called “Faithful” and “True,” and with righteousness He judges and makes war. 
The name Faithful and True reminds us of 3:14, where the Lord calls Himself “the Amen, the 
faithful and true witness, the ruler of God’s creation.” The Lord Jesus does not judge randomly, He 
judges with righteousness. 

19:12 Now His eyes are a fiery flame and there are many crowns on His head. He has 
names written, and a name written which no one knows except He Himself. 
A number of elements here connect this section to the vision in chapter one, and to the first verse 
in each of the seven messages to the churches in chapters two and three. He is Faithful and True, 
and His eyes are a fiery flame. We need to remember that He who rebukes and comforts us in chap-
ters two and three is He who will come as Victor and Judge at the end of the age. 

19:15 And from His mouth a sharp two-edged sword goes out, so that with it He can strike 
the nations. And He will shepherd them with an iron staff, and He Himself stomps the 
winepress of the wine of the anger of the wrath of God, the Almighty. 
Three figures of speech, all taken from the Old Testament, the sharp sword coming from His mouth, 
the iron staff, and the winepress, all demonstrate that the Lord Jesus is the fulfillment of the Old 
Testament’s end times promises to Israel. Note Isaiah 49:2; Psalm 2:9; and Isaiah 63:1-6. 

The world was created at His word. His enemies are also destroyed at His word. Isaiah 11:4 says, 
“...And He will smite the earth with the rod of His mouth, and with the breath of His lips He will 
kill the wicked.” Likewise 2 Thessalonians 2:8 tells us that the Lord will destroy the lawless one “by 
the breath of His mouth.” 

19:17-18 And I saw an angel standing in the sun, and he cried out in a loud voice, saying to all 
the birds flying high in the sky: 
 “Come, gather around for the great dinner of God, 
 so that you can eat the flesh of kings, 
 the flesh of commanders, 
 the flesh of mighty people, 
 the flesh of horses and those who ride upon them, 
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 and the flesh of all, free and slave, small and great!” 
This banquet is different from the usual banquet that people arrange. It is not people who are invited, 
but birds; and it is not birds that are eaten, but people. 

This prophecy must have been a great comfort to those in the church of Smyrna who were persecuted 
by commanders and mighty people. 

A woman near the back of the congregation laughed out loud, and then was embarrassed to have 
laughed in a church meeting. But an elder said, “Go ahead, Julia, tell us what you are thinking.” So 

with some embarrassment she explained, “They came and emptied all my chicken coops, and 
gathered all my fat ducks, and all seven turkeys. They told me the mayor needed them all for a big 
party. And they ate them all – didn’t leave me so much as a chick. But the prophecy says the day 
will come when the birds will be eating them! I apologize, brothers and sisters, but that struck me 

as quite humorous.” An elder near her said, “Because of what we are hearing from this scroll, I 
imagine, Julia, the Lord smiled when you laughed!” 

19:19 And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies gathered to make war 
against the One seated upon the horse and against His army.  
The preparations for this war are told in 16:12-16. Even though they gathered to make war against 
the One seated upon the horse and against His army, only the One seated upon the horse 
opposes them. The role of His army is to witness His victory. 

19:20 And the beast was seized, and with him the false prophet that performed the signs be-
fore him, signs by which he deceived those that received the mark of the beast and those 
that worshiped his image. The two of them were thrown alive into the lake of fire burning 
with sulfur. 
It looks like “the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies” can gather, but they have no op-
portunity to demonstrate any battle strength. We read that the beast and the false prophet are 
seized and thrown alive into the lake of fire. 

The beast and the false prophet are the first to enter the lake of fire. After that Satan (20:10), 
“Death and Hades” (20:14), and all evil people (21:8) are also thrown into it. 

19:21 And the rest were killed by the sword which comes out of the mouth of the One seated 
upon the horse, and all the birds gorged themselves with their flesh. 
This metaphor of a sword was used in 19:15. Once again, evidently the sword which comes out 
of the mouth of the One seated upon the horse is a metaphor for the Word of Christ, with 
which He created all things, and with which He will kill those that “gathered to make war with the One 
seated upon the horse” (verse 19). 

20:1-2 And I saw an angel coming down from heaven, having in his hand the key to the abyss 
and a huge chain. And he seized the dragon – the ancient snake, who is the devil and Satan – 
who deceived the whole earth, and bound him for a thousand years. 
The binding of Satan is not described in detail. He is not captured by God, nor by the Son of God, but by 
a nameless angel.  Evidently there is not a prolonged battle. We only read that the angel seized the 52

dragon. In the end it will not be a highly dramatic event. 

The term dragon reminds the reader of chapters 12-13, but the term the ancient snake reminds the 
reader of Genesis 3:1-15. The beast and the false prophet are thrown directly into the lake of fire, but 
the devil is only put in “prison.” He has another role to perform in a thousand years. After that 
he, too, will be thrown into the lake of fire (20:10). 

Let us understand that the expression a thousand years speaks about a literal thousand year period 
of time whose actual duration reminds us of its perfection. In the Bible the term “year” with a number 
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modifying it is always literal. Even in the case of 2 Peter 3:8, which says “with the Lord a day is like 
a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day,” the expression “a thousand years” does not 
mean “a very long period of time.” A real one thousand years is like a single day for the Lord. 

20:3 And he threw him into the abyss and locked and sealed it over him so that he cannot de-
ceive the nations again, until the one thousand years are brought to an end. And after these 
things he must be loosed for a brief time. 
Satan is thrown into the abyss, and will be there for a thousand years. This description of Satan’s 
capture emphasizes the fact that he absolutely will not be able to deceive the nations at all during 
the Millennial Kingdom. 

 C. The Millennium and Judgment (20:4-15) 
The Thousand Year Kingdom is to be a literal kingdom that lasts one thousand years. It is to take place 
on this earth, and it is a time when the literal physical descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob re-
ceive the fulfillment of the promises God made concerning them so long ago. Of course, they will have 
repented and believed in Jesus as their Messiah and Savior. (See also Romans 11:11-32). 

Besides being a time and place for the fulfillment of God’s many promises to Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob concerning their descendants, during this Kingdom martyrs and other faithful people will reign 
with Christ, according to 20:4-6. This is the fulfillment of the promises to victors in chapters two and 
three, and other promises in the New Testament of special rewards for faithfulness. 

20:4 And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and authority to judge was given to them. And 
I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded on account of the testimony of Jesus and on 
account of the word of God. And I saw as many as had not worshiped the beast or his image, 
and had not received his mark upon their forehead or upon their hand. And they came to 
life and they reigned with Christ the thousand years. 

After reading about those thrones, he stopped and said, “So you see, those that we have wept over 
are perfectly assured of their place on thrones to reign with Christ for a thousand years. Yes, they 
missed some years here, and we miss them with deep anguish in our hearts, but look what they 

gained! Look what they gained. We have grieved over them. But I see that we must be faithful, so 
that they will not grieve at missing us among those thrones!” 

This verse shows that God’s promises of thrones for the victors of the seven churches (and thus to 
victors in our generation), and to those who had not worshiped the beast, and to the martyrs in the 
Tribulation, is fulfilled during the thousand years. The victors will reign with Christ the thousand 
years. He promised, “Blessed is the one who reads, and blessed are those who hear the words of this 
prophecy and keep those things written in it, for the time is near” (1:3). Polycarp understood this 
blessing. Perhaps that was why he could receive his martyrdom with such peace and gratitude.  53

Remember that in 2:26 the Lord said, “To the victor who keeps My deeds to the end, I will give au-
thority over the nations.” Here, near the end of the Book of Revelation, at the beginning of the Thou-
sand Year Kingdom, that promise is fulfilled. 

In Genesis 1:26-28 mankind was created and given dominion over the earth. Mankind has continually 
failed in that role. But during the Millennial Kingdom, and also on the New Earth in eternity, those 
who have been redeemed by the Lamb of God and do His will to the end (2:26) will carry out that role 
well. They will bring the earth under their dominion as they reign with Christ. One of the purposes 
of the Millennial Kingdom is to proclaim the glory of God on this earth. If there were no Millennial 
Kingdom, if this earth were destroyed without a righteous age, then it could be said that Satan was 
successful in ruining this earth, and God failed in restoring it. 
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20:5 (And the rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were finished.) 
This is the first resurrection.  
The first resurrection speaks of the entire resurrection of the righteous. It comes in several stages, 
as explained in 1 Corinthians 15:22-24 (“For just as in Adam all die, thus also in Christ all shall be 
made alive. But each in its own proper order: Christ, the firstfruits, then those of Christ in His ap-
pearing. Then the end, when He shall turn over the Kingdom to God, even the Father, when He 
has destroyed all dominion and all authority and power”). Note also Luke 14:14 and Acts 24:15. What is 
described in 20:4 is a part of the first resurrection. It is a significant part of that resurrection, be-
cause in it the martyrs of the Tribulation are raised from the dead, apparently along with victors from 
other eras, including our own. As we know from 1 Thessalonians 4:15-18, at the very beginning of 
the Tribulation, all saved people, living or dead, will be taken up to be with the Lord. As we have 
already seen, believers that do not walk with the Lord are not highlighted in the Book of Revelation. 

In this text, we are told there are a thousand years between the two resurrections. 

20:6 Blessed and holy is he that has a part in the first resurrection. Upon them the sec-
ond death has no authority, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ and they shall 
reign with Him a thousand years. 
Since all of the other six blessings in the Book of Revelation are given to those that obey what is writ-
ten in the book (note the list of the seven blessings in the discussion on 1:3), it seems likely that this 
one, too, is for obedient believers. That raises the question as to whether carnal believers, saved but not 
obedient, will have a part in the first resurrection. However, as noted above, 1 Thessalonians 4:16-
17 indicates that all believers will be in the Millennial Kingdom. Carnal believers will be in the Millen-
nial Kingdom, but they will not reign. In fact, the victors will rule over them. 

Just as there is a first and a second resurrection, so there is a first and a second death. The first 
death is the death that can be seen, physical death, while the second death is everlasting judg-
ment.  

20:7 And when the thousand years are brought to an end, Satan will be loosed from his 
prison 
At the end of the thousand years, Satan is released and once more will deceive the nations. Satan does 
not free himself, but he is loosed from his prison, because the Lord God has a predetermined purpose. 

20:8 and will go out to deceive the nations in the four corners of the earth – Gog and Magog! 
– to gather them to war. Their number is as the sand of the sea. 
In accordance with his character, the final work of Satan is to deceive the nations. 

After the Lord Jesus Himself reigns on the earth for a thousand years, a golden era for mankind with a 
perfect environment filled with the wisdom and justice of the Lord Jesus, there comes a moment 
when many will join Satan and oppose Christ. This event proves that unredeemed human beings 
are inherently evil. The unredeemed human heart is always evil, even in a perfect environment. 
The problem is man himself, not his environment, his background, or influences from outside. Unless 
there is to be a long gap between 20:7 and 20:8, it appears that these people were easily deceived! 

Who are those deceived by Satan in the Millennial Kingdom? It is strange that there are people who 
are willing to oppose Christ in the Millennial Kingdom. Those alive after the Tribulation, who believed 
in the Lord Jesus during the Tribulation, will enter the Millennium with their physical bodies, and 
they will be able to have children and grandchildren (Isaiah 65:20-25). A portion of their descendants 
will believe and stand with Christ at the end of the thousand years, but a portion will not believe, and at 
the end they will be deceived by Satan. 

20:9 And they advanced over the breadth of the earth and encircled the camp of the saints 
and the beloved city, and fire came down from heaven from God and devoured them.  



$                 “WHAT WILL HAPPEN AFTER THIS”42

This is an amazing rebellion. It is massive, yet it is described in just one sentence. It is not difficult for 
the Lord to dispose of evil, because He is the Almighty. In our times it is rare for evil to be destroyed 
like this, but when the final rebellion arrives, He will deal with it easily. 

20:10 And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur, where 
the beast and the false prophet are too, and they will be tormented day and night forever and 
ever. 
Finally, the last deception of the devil ends with him being thrown into the lake of fire and sul-
phur. 

Thus the Thousand Year Kingdom is described. The devil will be freed, and will deceive all the un-
believers among those born to the people in the Thousand Year Kingdom that had regular bodies 
(people not resurrected or raptured into the Kingdom). They gather to somehow do battle against the 
King. Note that the King of kings does not hunt down His enemies to kill them. Instead they are 
gathered together to kill Him! 

20:11 And I saw a great white throne, and the One seated upon it, from before whose presence 
the earth and the heaven fled, and no place was found for them. 
After the final rebellion comes the final judgment. A great white throne appears, and heaven and 
earth disappear. The time of the Millennial Kingdom is completed. The judgment described here is 
for those who have never believed in the Lord Jesus. Based on their works, they will be thrown into the 
lake of fire. They are judged and sentenced according to their deeds. 

20:12 And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne. And books  54

were opened, and another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were 
judged from what was written in the books, according to their deeds.  
In 20:5 we read “And the rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were finished.” 
In this verse they have been raised in order to be judged. Here they are called the dead, the great and 
the small. They were not raised or “raptured” before the Great Tribulation (1 Thessalonians 
4:16-17). They are not those martyred because they would not worship the Anti-Christ. The mar-
tyrs’ resurrection was described in 20:4. The ones called the dead in this verse are those who never 
believed in Christ. 

If this is true, will believers not experience judgment? In John 5:24 the Lord Jesus answers “The one 
who hears My word, and believes the One who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into 
judgment, but has been transferred from death into life.” There is a judgment for believers, but it is not 
to decide who can enter heaven. Its purpose is to assess each believer’s works to determine his or her 
rewards and crowns. That judgment is called the Bema Seat Judgment, named after the Greek 
word for the kind of seat Christ will sit upon when He assesses our works. Note Romans 14:10, “For 
we will all stand before the ‘bema’ of Christ” and 2 Corinthians 5:10, “For we must all appear before 
the ‘bema’ of Christ, so that each may be paid back for what he has done in the body, whether good 
or evil.” 

Note the appendix for further discussion on the New Testament theme of rewards. 

Those who are called the dead are judged according to their deeds from what is written in the 
books. Besides these books containing the records of their deeds, there is another book, the book 
of life, mentioned in 3:5. That book contains the names of all those that have believed in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

Those who do not receive forgiveness through the sacrifice of the Lamb of God will be judged ac-
cording to their deeds. The Word of God is very clear on this. See Psalm 62:12; Jeremiah 17:10; Ro-
mans 2:6; and 1 Peter 1:17. 
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20:13 And the sea gave up the dead in it, and Death and Hades gave up the dead in them, 
and they were judged each according to their deeds.  
In order for the judgment mentioned above to happen, the sea and Death and Hades must give up the 
dead. 

20:14 And Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the 
lake of fire. 
Death and Hades seem to be the last power to be defeated by the Lord Jesus.  What is logically 55

explained in 1 Corinthians 15:24-28 and 15:54-55 is told in apocalyptic style in Revelation 20:13-14. 
After this happens, no one else will ever die! 

20:15 And if anyone was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of 
fire. 
This verse appears to be a summary of the great white throne judgment. Here we learn that the only 
condition for being free from the lake of fire is that our name be written in the book of life. Those 
who do not have citizenship in the Kingdom of God will be thrown into the lake of fire. There is no 
other place for unbelievers. 

The great white throne judgment stands between the Thousand Year Kingdom and the New Heav-
en and Earth. In preparation for that judgment, earth and sky or heaven flee. The New Heaven and 
the New Earth are not yet created. The New Heaven and the New Earth are never to be polluted 
with the evils of this era. 

 D. The New Jerusalem (21:1–22:5) 
21:1 And I saw a New Heaven and a New Earth, for the first heaven and the first earth are 
gone, and the sea exists no longer. 
This final vision is given after the Millennium and after the great white throne judgment. The old 
heaven and earth are no more. In this vision the New Jerusalem is revealed as the capital of the 
new creation. Very little is said of the New Heaven and the New Earth. In this revelation God tells us 
much more about the New Jerusalem. It is like a bride. God’s actual presence among His people is cele-
brated; and His comfort is celebrated. Verses 5-8 are spoken by the One on the throne, God the Father. 

Here in this final vision, the theme of rewards for faithful believers is carried forward. Only faithful be-
lievers, called victors in chapters two and three, will be allowed into the New Jerusalem. As the capital 
of the New Earth, it is the seat of its government, and it is where those that are given authority to rule 
will dwell. This understanding is most clear in 21:24 and 26, where we learn that there are nations 
outside the New Jerusalem that bring their tribute to it. Because they are saved, they are not in the lake 
of fire; but they are not rewarded. They are in the Kingdom, but they are not reigning with Christ in 
the Kingdom. They are citizens, not rulers. It is also quite clear in 22:14, the last of the seven bless-
ings of the Book of Revelation, which reads, “Blessed are they that do His commands, so that the right 
will be theirs to the tree of life, and that they might enter through the gates into the city.” In line 
with the other six blessings (which are all for obedient believers), obedient believers have the right to 
“enter through the gates into the city.” This would make sense to the original readers. They knew that 
Rome was the capital of the Roman Empire. They knew that those that ruled over the nations lived in 
Rome, and that those nations paid their taxes to Rome. This is the great hope offered to the congrega-
tion in Smyrna. They are asked to be faithful until death, and the Lord will give them thrones and the 
crown of life. 

21:2 I also saw the Holy City, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, pre-
pared like a bride adorned for her husband. 
The New Jerusalem will be described in more detail later in 21:9–22:5. Though John sees the New 
Heaven and the New Earth, what the Lord emphasizes to him is the New Jerusalem. This is the sec-
ond city and the second “woman.” The use of the words Holy and New reminds us that the city of 
Babylon, in contrast, was wicked and old. The New Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven 
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from God, seems to be a part of the New Heaven and the New Earth, which were just mentioned in 
the previous verse. 

This city comes down out of heaven from God. It seems to be a piece of heaven that comes 
down to earth as a place from which victors will rule the New Earth. 

The main purpose of the new creation is that in it God and His creatures can fellowship together in 
holiness. It is His victors, not simply His creatures, that will enjoy holy fellowship in the New Jerusalem. 
The situation of believers that are not victors is discussed under 21:24. 

The term like reminds us that the bride is a figure of speech, just as 17:18 explains that the great prosti-
tute was a metaphor for the city of Babylon. 

21:3 And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, “Look! God’s home is with mankind, 
and He will live with them, and they will be His people, and God Himself will be with 
them. 
This is the central point. This sentence, spoken from heaven, summarizes the purpose of the Book 
of Revelation, and the purpose of the history of mankind, which is the reward that each person who 
loves the Lord God longs for: He will live with them.  

21:4 And He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death will not exist any more, 
or mourning, or crying, nor will pain exist any more, because the first things are gone.” 
Revelation 7:17 tells us, with almost exactly the same wording, that God will wipe away every tear 
from their eyes, but that passage concerns the martyrs. They wept because of the pain they endured as 
martyrs. But these tears, after the thousand years, in the New Heaven and the New Earth, are different. 
Who would still have tears to be wiped away? They must be those that believed in the Lord Jesus but 
were not victorious. Their trauma is also described in 1 Corinthians 3:15, which reads, “If someone’s 
work is burned up, he shall experience loss, but he himself will be saved, but as through fire.” 

What is said in 20:14 is further developed in this verse, so that all difficulties, like tears, death, 
mourning, crying, and pain will be wiped away. 

21:5 And the One seated on the throne said: “Look! I am making all things new!” And He 
said to me, “Write, because these are the faithful and true words of God.” 
God the Father rarely speaks in the Book of Revelation. He is probably speaking in 11:3 and 18:4, 
and He does speak in 1:8 and finally here in 21:5-8. But here His testimony comes forth loud and 
clear. The believers in Smyrna are to understand that this is not a fanciful book of stories. These are 
real promises to those in Smyrna, and in all places, that those that are faithful until death will certain-
ly receive these special and wonderful rewards. 

The One on the throne affirms that He will be making all things new, and that this is all true. The 
words Write, because these are the faithful and true words of God jar us back to our present 
situation and force us to respond: do we believe this is faithful and true or not? He writes about the 
future to help us now. According to 2 Corinthians 5:17, “if someone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the 
old things have passed away. Look, all things have become new.” That verse describes what has already 
happened to us as believers. It seems that the same thing will also happen to the whole universe, as 
affirmed by Romans 8:21, “even creation itself shall be set free from the bondage of decay into the free-
dom of the glory of the children of God.” 

We must be convinced of this truth, receiving these words as faithful and true. Only in that way 
will we be willing to struggle to win the rewards described in the Book of Revelation. 

21:6 And He said to me, “I am here, the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To 
him that is thirsty I will freely give from the spring of the water of life. 
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The Gospel is stated here with great clarity: To him that is thirsty I will freely give from the 
spring of the water of life. Note that God gives people to drink from one of two drinks in the Book 
of Revelation: this water of life, or “the cup of the wine of the anger of his wrath” in 16:19. Note too 
that this gift from the spring of the water of life is free. The man, woman, or child that is thirsty, 
that senses his or her need, is given this gift freely. The gift is eternal life. It can be given freely be-
cause the Lamb of God has already been sacrificed, bearing our sin. He paid, so God can justly give 
this gift freely. 

21:7 The one who conquers will inherit these things, and I will be his God and he will be My 
son. 

When he heard those words, an elder said, “I know that I am saved, but I also want to win that 
victory, to be that close to the loving God!” Some heads nodded in agreement, and they kept 

listening. 

Right after the free Gospel is stated, the special blessings of diligent faithfulness are stated. The vic-
tors described in chapters two and three (and, by extension, all obedient believers) will inherit these 
things, meaning he will inherit the earth (as is promised in Matthew 5:5). Here we understand 
very clearly that victors are heirs, and heirs are victors. 

The word for son here does not always refer to one born physically into the family.  It can refer in56 -
stead to one who is chosen by the father and adopted as heir. Overcomers, victors, those who conquer 
(as the word is used in this book!) will inherit the Kingdom of God, and will have this special rela-
tionship with the loving God. 

21:8 But for the cowards, unbelievers, sinners, loathsome people, murderers, the sexually 
immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their part will be in the lake burning with fire 
and sulfur, which is the second death.” 
These are all unbelievers. They never received the Lord Jesus as their Savior. They behave in accord 
with their lack of faith. And their judgment is sure: their part will be in the lake burning with fire 
and sulfur. 

In these three verses, 21:6-8, the three options for all mankind are touched upon with particular clar-
ity. There are those whom the Lord God freely gives from the spring of the water of life. Further, some 
of those, the victors, are given “these things” and the special status of “adopted sons” of the Lord God. 
But in sharp contrast, unbelievers are thrown into the lake burning with fire and sulfur. Be sure 
you have enjoyed drinking from that spring freely. Be sure, further, that you are a victor. And rejoice 
that having drunk freely from that spring, you will never experience that lake burning with fire 
and sulfur. 

21:9 And one of the seven angels having the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues came 
and spoke with me, saying, “Come, I will show you the wife, the bride of the Lamb!” 
This passage is a more detailed view of what is said briefly in 21:2. Just as the angel gave him a close 
view of “the Harlot,” Babylon, now with very similar terminology he gets a close view of “the Bride,” the 
New Jerusalem. 

21:10-11 And he carried me off in the Spirit to a massive and high mountain and he showed me 
the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down from heaven from God, having the glory of God. Its 
radiance is like the most precious jewel, like a jasper stone as clear as crystal. 
At the resurrection we will be with the Lord. But that does not mean we will spend eternity in heaven. 
The idea that when believers die they go to heaven and spend eternity there is actually not supported 
by the Word of God. After the Lord returns to earth He is going to establish the Thousand Year 
Kingdom on this earth, and believers will be on the earth, not in heaven throughout those thousand 
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years, and even throughout eternity, on the New Earth. This city, the New Jerusalem, comes to the 
New Earth. We were created to live on and subdue the earth as God’s representatives, and finally the 
victors will do that well. 

In this city, the victorious Lamb is able to fulfill all His promises to the victors in Smyrna and in every 
congregation throughout the ages. Chapter 21:18 says, “and the city is pure gold.” The church in 
Laodicea was told to “buy from Me gold refined in the fire, so that you may be rich” (3:18). Perhaps 
this “pure gold” is the same as that “gold refined in the fire.” Revelation 22:2 mentions “the tree of 
life making twelve fruits according to the month.” Note also how the Book of Revelation begins and 
ends with the same “tree of life.” It is promised for victors in chapter 2 and it is described in the New 
Jerusalem in detail in chapter 22. 

21:22-24 And I did not see a temple in it, for the Lord God, the Almighty, and the Lamb are 
its temple. And the city has no need of the sun nor of the moon that they might shine on it, 
for the glory of God shines on it, and the Lamb is its lamp. And the nations will walk by its 
light and the kings of the earth carry the glory and honor of the nations to it. 
There are people that will not have the privilege of living in the city. They will bring tribute to it. 
Who are they? They cannot be the unbelievers – we know where they are. They cannot be the vic-
tors – they are sitting on thrones in the city. They must be the citizens of the Kingdom, those that 
believed in Christ but did not become victors. They believed, but they were not willing to be faith-
ful until death. At the time of their suffering, that seemed to be too high a price to pay. How wrong 
they were! They recently got their tears wiped away, but they are not heirs and owners of the King-
dom. We learn here that they will walk by the light of the New Jerusalem, and that their kings 
will carry their glory and honor to the New Jerusalem, but other than that, we are not told about 
their situation. It is not a theme upon which the Lord wants to dwell. They are saved, and thus not 
thrown into the lake of fire, but they did not get crowns and thrones. They are citizens of the eternal 
kingdom, but without rewards. They are outside the city, they enjoy the light from it and their glory 
and honor is carried to it, but they may not live in it. This book discourages believers from being 
satisfied with mere citizenship, offering instead rulership! 

The idea that the kings of the earth will bring tribute to Jerusalem at the end of the ages is a major 
theme of Isaiah 60 and 61. 

 Isaiah 60:3 And nations will come to your light, and kings to 
 the brightness of your sunrise. 
 60:5 Then you will look and shine, your heart will tremble and  
 swell; for the wealth of the sea will be brought to you, the 
 riches of the nations will come to you. 
 60:11 And your gates will always be open; day and night they 
 will not be shut, to bring you the riches of the nations – and 
 their kings being led forward.  
 60:16 And you will suck the milk of nations and be nursed at 
 royal breasts. And you will know that I, the LORD, am your 
 Savior and your Redeemer, the Mighty One of Jacob.  

21:25 And its gates will never close by day (indeed there will be no night there), 
The first readers in Smyrna did not enjoy a feeling of safety. Their possessions and souls were 
threatened. Here in the New Jerusalem we know they are very safe because the gates will never close 
by day. There are no more enemies threatening them. Even the nations that walk by the light of the 
New Jerusalem are not allowed into the New Jerusalem. Closed gates do not keep them out. They do 
not go in simply because they are forbidden to go in. They lost that privilege when they rejected the 
exhortations to become victors during the previous era, our era right now! 

21:26 and they will carry the glory and the honor of the nations to it, 
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The idea of tribute from the nations is repeated here. It has been very common throughout human 
history for conquered peoples to have to pay tribute to their conquerors. 

If the congregation in Smyrna had “accepted with joy the seizure of their possessions” (Hebrews 
10:34), what an amazing contrast for them to receive of the glory and the honor of the nations. 

21:27 and nothing defiled will ever enter into it, nor anyone who does what is detestable or 
false, but only those written in the Lamb’s book of life. 
This verse tells of the holiness of the New Jerusalem. It seems to be saying that the Lamb’s book of 
life includes information about who is a victor and who is not. In other words, only those so written 
of in the Lamb’s book of life may enter into the New Jerusalem. 

Believers that live defiled or detestable lives in this age, believers that are not victors, who are 
called “dogs” in 22:15, are disqualified from going into the New Jerusalem. They will never enter 
into it. They will live on the New Earth, but not in the New Jerusalem. 

22:1 And he showed me the river of the water of life, clear as crystal, coming out from the 
throne of God and of the Lamb, 
Even so, that which, in the future Kingdom, will flow from the throne is now available from the 
Lamb through faith in Jesus Christ as our personal Savior! Chapter 22:17 says “And let the one who 
thirsts come; let the one who wants receive the water of life freely.” This is what is sometimes called 
“the presence of the future.” That which can only be “tasted” through faith in Christ today shall be 
deeply experienced by those that obey His will and thus become victors, as expressed in chapters two 
and three. 

22:2 in the middle of its main street, and on this side of the river and that side is the tree of 
life making twelve fruits according to the month, each month yielding its fruit. And the 
leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 
The main boulevard of that city will be beautiful! The various boasts of those seven cities of Asia 
Minor have long since faded away in our memory, but perhaps the original readers, residents of those 
seven cities, each with their particular boasts, were ashamed to have participated in the local pride of 
their place, once they began to realize how wonderful the New Jerusalem will be. Smryna was, in its 
day, considered a beautiful city, although the persecuted believers there had little opportunity to enjoy 
its beauty. If they have been faithful to the Lord, they will have time to enjoy the glory of the New 
Jerusalem. 

Victors will, according to 2:7, eat from the tree of life. Here at the end of the Book of Revelation we get 
a closer look at that which was promised to victors at the beginning of the book. 

22:3 And there shall no longer be any curse, and the throne of God and of the Lamb will be 
in the city, and His slaves will serve Him, 
The curse of God given in Genesis 3:14-19 will be removed. The existence of the “tree of life” also 
mentioned in Genesis 3 strengthens the connection between this passage and the curse in Genesis 3. 
Now that the curse is removed, the fruit of the tree of life can be eaten, as in 22:2 and 14. His 
slaves there in the New Jerusalem are the victors. 

22:4 and they shall see His face, and His name will be on their foreheads. 
As Psalm 42:2 and Matthew 5:8 remind us, seeing His face has been the longing of godly people 
throughout the ages. This speaks of the close fellowship with God which is promised to the victors in 
chapters two and three. We also read the promise to the victors that the name of God will be written on 
them (3:12). 

In 13:16 the followers of the beast had his name on their foreheads. Which name will you have writ-
ten on your forehead? 
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22:5 And there will be no night, and no need of lamp and light, because the Lord God will 
shine on them, and they will reign forever and ever. 
In 20:4 we learned that the victors are to reign with Christ for the whole thousand years of the Mes-
sianic Kingdom. Here the very last words of the very last vision expand that prophecy about the re-
wards of those that do His will until the end, those that are faithful until death. Here we learn that 
they do not only reign for the duration of those thousand years. The last words of the last vision are 
they will reign forever and ever. Thus the promise to the victors becomes more expansive and beau-
tiful. It is, in fact, everlasting. 

Will you be a victor? How much will it cost you to obey the commands of chapters two and three? It 
might cost you a great deal. It might be very difficult for you. For the persecuted in Smyrna, it might 
have cost them their lives. However, the promise is that if you pay that price you will reign not only 
for the thousand years, you will be with the Lord God, reigning forever and ever. 

If the victors reign there, over whom do they reign? What is clear is that they do not reign over those 
who did not believe in the Lamb, because those people are in the lake of fire. If so, there remains those 
who believe in Christ, who are redeemed, but were not “faithful until death,” and did not “do His 
will to the end.” People like that are rarely described in the Book of Revelation, not because they do 
not exist, but instead because the purpose of the Book of Revelation is to encourage us to be victori-
ous, not to just “get by.” What is their situation? Surely what they were warned about in chapters 
two and three happened in their lives, but they “are saved ...as through fire” (1 Corinthians 3:15). If 
they are saved, then they are allowed to enter into the Kingdom of God and the New Earth, but very 
little is said about them. 

It seems that saved people who are not victors will live on the New Earth, but they are outside the New 
Jerusalem. We are told what is outside the New Jerusalem in 21:24 and 26. In these texts, we read that 
“nations will walk by its light” (the city’s light) and “the kings of the earth carry the glory and honor of 
the nations to” the city. Those ruled by the New Jerusalem have to bring tribute to it. We know from 
22:15 that their lives during this present age are not described in pleasant terms. 

Very little is said about those who are saved but are not victorious, and very little is said about the 
place where they live, the New Earth. But much is said about those who are victorious (and their city, 
the New Jerusalem) because, along with the Lamb in the beautiful city, they will reign forever and 
ever. 

 E. The Conclusion of the Vision (22:6-17) 
22:6 And he said to me, “These words are faithful and true. And the Lord, the God of the spirits 
of the prophets, has sent His angel to show to His slaves what things must happen sudden-
ly.” 
After the vision of the New Jerusalem, the close of the book has some statements that strengthen 
the vision and testimony. 

This verse with its “chain of revelation” (the Lord, His angel, and His slaves) reminds us of 1:1. 
The similarity between 1:1 and 22:6 makes sense, in that we are drawing near the close of the book. 
Both the beginning and the end of the Book of Revelation are marked, like bookends, with various el-
ements. 

Again we here and now are reminded that these words are true. The congregation in Smyrna, and in-
deed all believers in every generation since then, can base their lives and lifestyles on these words. Be-
cause these words are true, we know that this book is not tricking the persecuted church into suffer-
ing uselessly. In that great Day absolutely no one will say, “Ha, I took the exhortations of the Book of 
Revelation seriously, and made major changes in my life, and it was all a waste. I’m sorry I ever did 
that.” There will be regret among some born-again men and women at the end of the age, but not that 
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kind of regret. The regret they will have is that they did not “keep those things written in it, for the time 
is near” (1:3 and 22:7). 

22:7 “And look, I am coming suddenly! Blessed is the one keeping the words of the prophe-
cy of this book.” 

After reading that, the man that brought the scroll from John on the island of Patmos said, “Can 
we too stand firm? What is the Lord asking of us, for which He will give us all this? He is asking us 

to be ready to give up our fields and our homes, yes, He is. He is asking us to be ready to give up 
our loved ones. Yes. He is even asking us to be ready to give up the years we might have here in 

Smyrna. But at the same time, do you understand all that He is offering in exchange? He has freely 
given us the gift of eternal life, which in obedience to the Father He paid a tremendous cost for. 
And now He is asking us to follow Him in that obedience. I want to stand firm for Him. I want 

what He is offering. And you?” 

The Lord Jesus Himself assures us. With this expression He sharpens what was said in the previous 
verses, and He repeats the words of the original blessing in 1:3 “Blessed is the one who reads, and 
blessed are those who hear the words of this prophecy and keep those things written in it, for the 
time is near.” Revelation 1:3 and 22:7 are also like “bookends” for this book. If you believe the Lord 
Jesus, you should believe the visions and promises that are made in this book, and be encouraged to 
faithfully endure persecution. This blessing is written out at two very prominent and crucial places, 
the beginning and the ending of the book. Is not the idea that He will come, conquer, and distribute 
rewards to those who obey the words of the prophecy of this book, especially in chapters two 
and three, the principal theme of the book? The Book of Revelation should not become material for 
speculation on things that do not have practical application to our lives. The Book of Revelation is 
meant to be applied so that its readers will reign in the New Jerusalem forever and ever. 

22:11 “Let the wrongdoer still do wrong, and let the filthy still be filthy. And let the right-
eous still do righteous deeds, and let the holy still be holy.” 
The first half of this verse is a difficult text. These wrongdoers and filthy people contrast sharply 
with those of verse 17 who are thirsty. But this does seems to contradict the love of God. According to 
Beasley Murray,  this verse challenges people to correct themselves. The wrongdoers may still do 57

wrong. Their judgment is already prepared. Those who are holy may still be holy. Their reward 
has already been prepared. Man’s evil does not frustrate the plans of the Lord God! In other words, 
“Do they want to continue in their sin? Let them. The Judge of the whole earth will not be undone by 
their sin.” God does not need people to repent, and He does not beg people to please repent. Through 
the Book of Revelation, and the entire New Testament, He has made His will known. How will you 
and I respond? He is ready in any case. 

22:12 “Look! I am coming suddenly, and My wages are with Me to pay out to each according to 
his deeds! 
Is not this another very powerful restatement of the principal theme of the book? The Lord Jesus will 
come, destroy His enemies, hand out rewards to faithful believers, and judge those who do not believe. 
All will be done according to their deeds. This is not to say that by deeds a person can erase the 
doom of damnation. That is done by receiving the work of the Lamb who was slain. But the unbe-
liever will be damned according to his deeds, the believer who was nevertheless lazy like many of 
those in Sardis will not be rewarded, because of his deeds, and the believer who was careful to do the 
Lord’s will to the end will be rewarded according to his deeds. 

22:13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end!” 
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Does anyone challenge the Lord’s right “to pay out to each according to his deeds?” That person 
should remember that He is the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning 
and the end.  58

22:14 Blessed are they that do His commands,  so that the right will be theirs to the tree of 59

life, and that they might enter through the gates into the city. 
Two rights are promised to those who do His commands. The first is the right to the tree of life. 
The second is the right to enter through the gates into the city. These support the interpretation of 
this author above that the New Jerusalem is the dwelling place of the Father, the Lord Jesus, and those 
who are victorious; and that believers who are not victorious must live outside the New Jerusalem, 
but on the New Earth. 

This verse is the last of seven expressions of blessing in the Book of Revelation. Whoever is victori-
ous and does the work of God, whoever is faithful until death, will enjoy the blessings described in 
those seven expressions. 

Victors will enjoy this blessing, and will be allowed into the city. Others in the Kingdom may only 
walk in its light. 

22:15 Outside are the dogs and the sorcerers and the sexually immoral, and the murderers, and 
the idolaters and everyone that loves and practices falsehood. 
In 21:8 we read “But for the cowards, unbelievers, sinners, loathsome people, murderers, the sexually 
immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their part will be in the lake burning with fire and sulfur, 
which is the second death.” But here people described with what seem to be similar words are said to 
be outside the city, the New Jerusalem. 

Those in 21:8 never believed in the Lamb of God (nor did those in 9:20-21, which has a similar list of 
sins). They are called “unbelievers.” Those here in 22:15 are not called unbelievers because they did 
believe (that is why, of course, they are not in the lake of fire), but they never became victors. Note 
that unlike in 21:8 they are not called “unbelievers.” But they did not defeat sin in their lives. They did 
not love God. They are not allowed in the city, but they are in the Kingdom. They are citizens in the 
Kingdom by the grace of their Savior, but they are not rulers in the city. 

To the great shame of those outside, they look a great deal like the unbelievers of 21:8. Note how sim-
ilar the descriptions are in 21:8 and here in 22:15. This similarity is intentional. Let us not look like 
them! 

Here at the end of the ages we can see quite clearly why He spoke so strongly to them in chapters 
two and three while there was still opportunity for them to repent. Let us be certain we are not 
among their number. Let us be victors, as the Lord so carefully described to us in those seven mes-
sages to those seven churches. Directly and indirectly, this exhortation is repeated throughout the 
text of the Book of Revelation. 

22:16 “I, Jesus, I have sent My angel to testify to you about these things for the churches. I am 
the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star!” 
The identity of the One speaking in this verse is clear. He says that He sent the angel who testifies 
to you about these things, the angel who accompanied the Apostle John through the visions of the 
Book of Revelation. The Book of Revelation does not have human origins. This verse emphatically 
reminds us of what is said in 1:1-2, that is, “The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to 
show to His slaves what things must happen suddenly. He made it known by sending it through His 
angel to His slave John, who testified to the word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ, which he 
saw.” Without certainty on this issue, perhaps no one in Smyrna would pay the price to be a victor. But 
with certainty on this one issue, obedience and faithfulness, despite the pain, is the clear choice. 
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22:17 And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let the one hearing say, “Come!” And let 
the one who thirsts come; let the one who wants receive the water of life freely. 
In this verse the joyful expectation of the Lord’s return and promises for the victors overflow, so that 
the Spirit and the bride say “Come.” The Spirit and also the future inhabitants of the New 
Jerusalem, the bride, invite the Lord Jesus to come! 

This book does not teach that we need to work to gain eternal life, but it does teach that believers that 
serve faithfully all their days will be richly rewarded during the Thousand Year Kingdom and after that 
in the New Jerusalem. 

 F. The Conclusion of the Book of Revelation 
 (22:18-21) 
22:18 I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds to 
them, may God add to him the plagues written in this book. 
This section is the conclusion of the Book of Revelation. In it there is a curse against anyone who 
would change these writings, he affirms the validity of these writings, and he closes wishing the Lord’s 
grace on God’s people. 

Until the invention of the printing press, books had to be copied by hand, so they were subject to in-
tentional and unintentional changes by scribes. Threats or curses like these two verses were not un-
common.   

22:19 And if anyone takes away from the words of this book of prophecy, may God take away 
his part in the tree of life and in the holy city that are written in this book. 
In the discussion of 2:7, it was explained that the right to eat the fruit of the tree of life is a reward for 
the believers who obey and do the will of Christ to the end. This right to eat from the fruit of the tree 
of life is not a sign of salvation, but obedience. In 22:14, we see that the holy city, the New Jerusalem, 
is inhabited by the victors. Those who believe in Christ but are not victorious are outside the New 
Jerusalem (22:15). This interpretation is strengthened in 22:18-19. Access to the fruit of the tree of 
life and the holy city are rewards given to all victorious believers. Note the tree of life and the city 
in the blessing in 22:14. If someone takes away from the words of this Book of Revelation, his 
reward is taken from him, but not his salvation. This interpretation is in accord with the understand-
ing that salvation received by grace cannot be lost because it is based on the work of the Lord Jesus 
Himself on the cross. But rewards, which are received for obedience, can be lost. 

John does not write a curse for eternal damnation for anyone who leaves out some of the words of 
the Book of Revelation. He does not pray that anybody who deletes words from this book be thrown 
into the lake of fire! But he does pray that they forfeit any status they might have as victors. 

22:20 The one who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming suddenly!” Amen! Yes, 
come Lord Jesus! 
The Lord Jesus Himself attaches His testimony to these words. They are certain. He wants His com-
ing always to be in front of our minds and hearts so that we always remember the importance of 
obedience for our future. 

22:21 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with all the saints. Amen. 
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Not too many Sundays after that, in the middle of their worship, the congregation in Smyrna heard 
the beating of horses’ hooves, and then men dismounting. Orders were shouted. There was loud 
banging on the door. Some were frightened, but none cried out, none tried to hide. Some smiled, 
finally certain that they had been faithful until death. Spouses and children were kissed good-bye. 
That day the congregation of Smyrna won a great victory, and angels brought forth more of the 

white clothes, crowns, and thrones that were set aside for the victors of Smyrna. 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Summary 
Mankind was created as God’s images to fill and subdue or rule the earth. Falling into sin, man failed to 
do that. But a Second Adam was sent, Jesus Christ the Perfect Son of Man, truly man, to do what the 
First Adam failed to do. He will succeed, and by the redemption which He has provided, we may be for-
given our sins, and we may join Him in His rule. To be forgiven our sin we only need believe, but in or-
der to rule our faith needs to be mixed with good deeds that continue until death or until the Lord re-
turns. Those that will rule are sometimes called “victors” in the Book of Revelation. 

Reading Revelation chapter one, the words John recorded about the vision that he saw of the Lord Jesus 
while he was on the island of Patmos, we know that if we could make those words the cornerstone of 
our lives, our attitudes, our words, and our deeds, then our lives would be pleasing to the Lord, and 
He would give us His blessing at the end of the age. But we ourselves experience some bewilderment as 
we wonder how to understand those words, and how to live them. What are we to do with the fact that 
His eyes were like a flame of fire, and a sharp double-edged sword came out of His mouth? It was too 
much for us, we did not understand, or were afraid to understand. 

As persecuted Christians read chapters two and three, they see that they do not need to repent and 
apply the fact that Christ walks among the seven golden lampstands, as did the congregation in Eph-
esus. But they begin to understand that they need to fully comprehend the amazing truth that He was 
dead, and He lives. Fully understanding that truth will certainly help them be faithful until death, 
which is all that He asks of them. Those believers may dare to wonder what it would be like to be a 
victor with Him, to overcome the all too real temptations and challenges they face, as He overcame 
death. But they are still disturbed, even frightened, and they need more help. 

Persecuted believers that continue reading on into the visions that began in chapter four see that the 
Day will come when He will open the seven seals of an inheritance document, so that the victors will 
inherit the earth. They read about how the Lord God will be praised on that great Day. They read of 
such terrible judgments that will fall on those that have never trusted Him as their Savior, once He be-
gins to open the seven seals. Those judgments will continue relentlessly as one by one the seven angels 
blow the seven trumpets, and the Lord God shows His great power and perfect justice by judging those 
that have hated and opposed Him. They read of “the wrath of the Lamb,” and of the victory of those that 
died faithfully serving Him. They read about how our prayers are to Him like sweet-smelling incense 
that rises up to Him, and how He does answer those prayers. And in all this they are strengthened to 
take their stand as victors in the same victory that He earned so many years ago. 

In the Book of Revelation there is a striking connection between the promises, for instance to the 
church in Thyatira in 2:26-27, “To the victor who keeps My deeds to the end, I will give authority 
over the nations” or to the church in Laodicea in 3:21, “To the victor I will give to sit with Me on My 
throne, just as I was victorious and sat down with My Father on His throne,” and the vision of the 
Thousand Year Kingdom, where the victors, including those that were beheaded because of their 
testimony and because of the word of God, will be seated upon thrones and reign with Christ for a 
thousand years, and then, in the New Jerusalem, forever and ever. 

This connection is very important in the purpose of the Book of Revelation. The demands and 
promises of chapters two and three do not stand alone without a connection to the present age, the 
coming Millennial Kingdom, and even the age of the New Heaven and the New Earth. So also, the 
prophecy about the New Jerusalem and the presence of Jesus, our Savior, is not simply a fact to be 
read and understood by believers. It is written out for us to become our hope and challenge. The key 
to life in this present age is in the connection between chapters two and three and 19:1–22:5. The beauty 
of the New Jerusalem is described so that this city becomes our hope. Thus we are strengthened to do 
what is commanded in chapters two and three, so we can experience the blessing introduced in 1:3 
and elaborated upon all throughout the book. 
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We need to remember that these amazing visions were not given merely to satisfy curiosity. They 
were given to John to help the leaders and members of the seven congregations, and us, to follow the 
Lord. Some of them, and perhaps some of us, need to repent. Others of them, and others of us, need 
encouragement on the difficult path of obedience. The section that begins with “Come up here, and I 
will show you what must take place after these things” was there to meet all those needs. 

The following is a survey of how the seven congregations might have and should have responded to the 
Book of Revelation: 

1. As the congregation in Ephesus read the central truth of the end times promises, that “God’s 
home will be with mankind, and He will live with them, and they will be His people, and God 
Himself will be with them” (21:3) they were spurred on to devote themselves to knowing and loving 
Him, and not just knowing His doctrines. 

2. As the congregation in Smyrna read of the kings of the earth, the nobles, the commanders, the 
rich, and the powerful in 6:15-17, they saw that those that were presently persecuting them would 
one day crawl into caves and beg the rocks to fall upon them to hide them from the wrath of the 
Lamb. The congregation was inspired to be steadfast despite persecution, as they read of the 
thrones in 20:4 and of the “souls of those who had been beheaded on account of the testimony of 
Jesus and on account of the word of God,” seated upon those thrones. 

3. As the immoral members of the congregation in Pergamum read of the sexual immorality of 
the great prostitute, and of the “abominations and unclean things of her sexual immorality,” the 
end results of their immoral activities were vividly portrayed to them. We  hope that they repented 
and abandoned their immoral activities. 

4. As those in the congregation in Thyatira that had been led astray read that those that “had 
not worshiped the beast or his image” were given to sit upon those thrones in 20:4, they would be 
helped to burn the idols that had ensnared them, give up their immorality, and worship the Lord 
alone. 

5. As the congregation in Sardis read of the unsurpassed glory of the Lord as an ever widening 
circle of beings worship Him in 5:8-13, so that “every creature which is in heaven and upon the 
earth and under the earth, and upon the sea, and those in them” are all worshiping the Lord their 
Savior, they were helped to cast off their laziness, and pursue heartfelt obedience to the Lord. 

6. As the congregation in Philadelphia read of the certainty of the victory of the Coming King, 
they were all the more careful that no one would take their crown, so that they could participate 
with Him in His victory. 

7. As the congregation in Laodicea read of Babylon’s attitude, revealed in statements like “I sit 
as queen and a widow I am not; I will never ever see grief,” perhaps they came to realize that their 
own attitude, revealed in statements like “I have acquired wealth” and “I have need of nothing,” was 
similar to Babylon’s arrogance. We hope that they did realize that, and that they soon humbled 
themselves before the Lord. 

May every lesson and meditation from this book encourage the people of God to love Him with an 
increasingly faithful obedience. May He whose eyes are like flames of fire see and speak forth our 
secret sins; may He whose feet are like bronze destroy all sin inside of us; may He who walks among 
the seven golden lampstands refresh our hearts with His presence. May we all perceive our God as 
He really is; may we be counted worthy to receive white clothes, crowns and thrones. May we receive 
grace, wisdom, and faith to serve well now and thus to live in the holy city, the New Jerusalem, forever 
and ever. We lift this prayer in the name of the Lamb of God who was killed and raised to life again.  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Appendix: 

New Testament Teachings on Rewards 
The concept that born-again believers who serve the Lord faithfully in this age will be rewarded in the 
age to come is clearly presented in the Book of Revelation, most notably in what is said to the victors or 
“overcomers” of Revelation 2-3. However, the concept of rewards is not at all limited to the Book of 
Revelation. 

Speaking to both Jews and gentiles, and clearly speaking of the end times, Romans 2:6 tells us, that God 
“will give to each according to his works.” The same idea is discussed in such passages as Matthew 
25:31-46; 2 Corinthians 5:10; Galatians 6:7-9; Ephesians 6:8; Colossians 3:24-25; and 1 Peter 1:17, all of 
which include believers. The difficulty with these passages is, of course, how they can be reconciled with 
the Gospel of grace, which as clearly states that believers will not be judged for their sins. 

In other words, how can it be true that “the one doing evil will be paid back for the evil he has done, 
and there is no favoritism” (Colossians 3:25), and also that “to the one who does not work, but believes 
in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness” (Romans 4:5)? 

Some have tried to reconcile these two ideas by saying that only true believers will be forgiven, and all 
true believers will persevere in good works, and because of those good works they will receive the re-
wards mentioned above. This view is called the Perseverance of the Saints. One of the problems with 
this is that Scripture tells us that many real believers will not persevere in good works.  60

Others try to reconcile those two ideas about salvation and rewards by saying that if a believer does 
enough evil, that believer will lose his or her salvation. So all that die as believers must have lived holy 
lives, and they will receive those rewards. The problem with this view is that Scripture never speaks of 
someone that is born again becoming “un-born-again”! We are sealed with the Spirit (Ephesians 4:30), 
and the death of Christ is certainly more than sufficient to cover all our sins (Hebrews 10:14). We 
cannot be separated from the love of Christ (Romans 8:35, 38, and 39). 

Instead of those two approaches, the best way to reconcile the fact that all believers have escaped from 
eternal judgment, and yet every believer that “does My will until the end,” that is “faithful until 
death,” will be rewarded is to see that in the coming Kingdom of God there will be citizens, and there 
will be rulers. All believers certainly will, by the grace of God through the death of Christ, be citizens of 
the coming Kingdom. But only those that fullfill the requirements described in Revelation 2-3 will 
sit upon thrones in that Kingdom. There will be a judgment seat of Christ at the end of this age 
(Romans 14:10; and 2 Corinthians 5:10). During that judgment the Lord Jesus will determine rewards 
for believers. Then later, at the end of the Millennium, there will be the great white throne judgment, in 
which unbelievers will be judged (Revelation 20:11). 

In Matthew 5:3-12 the Lord clearly speaks of more than entrance into His Kingdom for those that live 
in ways that please Him. He speaks of them owning His Kingdom! 

In Matthew 6:2-4 the Lord tells us that when people give to the poor without fanfare, the Father, 
“seeing what is done in the dark,” will reward them. 

In Mark 9:41 we learn that even giving a cup of cold water can earn us a reward. 

In the Parable of the Minas in Luke 19:11-27 the Lord describes the end times situation of those that 
serve Him effectively (they are given ten or five cities to rule over), those that serve Him badly 
(they receive no reward at all, but instead are sternly rebuked), and those that hate Him (they are 
“killed” in front of Him). 
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In 1 Corinthians 3:12-15 Paul describes how each believer’s works will bring reward or loss to him, de-
pending on the quality of that work. The reader should carefully note that the fire in this passage is not 
at all the fire of hell. Paul makes it quite clear that people that serve the Lord poorly will suffer loss, but 
will be saved, but “as through fire.” 

In 1 Corinthians 9:24-27 (and 2 Timothy 2:5) Paul compares our life to a race, in which one can win an 
imperishable crown, as opposed to the quickly wilting wreaths given to the winners of Greek athletic 
contests. Then Paul continues the same theme, shifting from a race metaphor to a boxing metaphor. 
He describes a boxer that beats the air, and says that unlike that boxer he is like a boxer that beats his 
own body, meaning he disciplines his own body, lest he be disqualified from winning the prize. Paul was 
not at all worried about losing his eternal salvation. He was concerned about losing the reward for 
which he had served long and well. 

In Philippians 4:1 and 1 Thessalonians 2:19 Paul tells those believers that they are his crown. Because he 
had successfully served the Lord, as evidenced by those obedient congregations, he knew he would be 
receiving a crown from the Lord. In fact, 2 Timothy 4:8; James 1:12; and 1 Peter 5:2-4 all speak of crowns 
to be given to all that love and serve the Lord. 

In 1 John 2:28 and 2 John 1:8 the apostle encourages and warns his readers to continue, and to 
watch out, so that indeed they can be fully rewarded when the Lord returns, and not be ashamed. 
Note also 1 Timothy 6:17-19; 2 Timothy 2:11-13; Hebrews 11:35; and 2 Peter 1:11, as well as the discus-
sion titled “A Major Interpretational Issue” after the discussion of Revelation 2:1-7 in this study 

In short, the best way to reconcile the biblical statements that we will be judged with the biblical 
statements that we have been delivered from judgment is to understand that we will not be judged 
at the great white throne judgment, because our sins are forgiven, but our works will be evaluated to 
determine what sort of rewards, if any, we will receive. 

So, the New Testament clearly teaches that salvation is by grace, which God can justly offer, because of 
the substitutionary sacrifice of Christ. He paid it all. Our obedience is not a condition for keeping our 
salvation, and it is not a condition for being truly saved. However, only the obedient believer will re-
ceive the rewards promised in the Book of Revelation, and throughout the entire New Testament. 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$  Pliny the Younger, Letters, X. 96-97.18
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words of Pliny.
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26:2; and 1 Thess. 2:14-15. Unfortunately, since then it has been people that call themselves Christians that have persecuted the 
Jews.

$  The faithfulness that Christ asks for with the words until death can have the meaning be faithful “as long as you live, 24
until the moment of your death” (where until has to do with time, as in Rev. 2:25) or be faithful “in persecution until 
they kill you” (where until has to do with degree, as in Acts 22:4 and Rev. 12:11).
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260.
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$  There are variant readings in the ancient manuscripts in 13:1. The reader that is interested in the various readings of the 39
ancient manuscripts should refer to the complete commentary on Revelation by this author.

$  The term “Anti-Christ” is never used in the Book of Revelation. It is only used in 1 John 2:18, 22; 4:3; and 2 John 7, 40
which speak of false teachers and a certain extremely evil person that is coming in the future.

$  Bauckham, The Climax of Prophecy, p. 405.41

$  The words as a captive were not in the original, but were added as a clarification. This verse has many variations among 42
all the manuscripts, but the translation given here is based upon the majority of manuscripts.
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$  Beasley-Murray, p. 216.44
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$  P. 188.46
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$  The word translated here They deserve it is exactly the same as 3:4 which is translated “because they are worthy.” Just 48
as certain people in Sardis are “deserving” of white clothes, the ones judged in 16:6 deserve to be given blood to drink.

$  P. 242.49

$  P. 295.50

$  Mounce, p. 335.51

$  Morris, p. 235.52

$  See the description of the killing of Polycarp in the discussion of Rev. 2:8.53

$  In John’s era, long documents were recorded on scrolls. Actual books, bound in the basic format we still use today, were 54
still uncommon at the time Revelation was written.

$  Beasley-Murray, p. 303; Mounce, p. 367; and Morris, p. 242.55

$  There is another Greek word, often translated “child,” which can be used to refer to all born-again children of God. How56 -
ever, the Greek word here translated son  often refers to the child that a father will select as his heir, making it especially 
appropriate for faithful believers, those who are often called “victors” in the Book of Revelation. Here we see that they will 
inherit these things.

$  Pp. 337-338.57

$  Ladd, pp. 292-293.58

$  The two oldest manuscripts read “wash their robes,” but the majority of the ancient manuscripts read, Blessed are they 59
that do His commands, which is in accord with the other blessings in the book. Actually, the reading “Blessed are those 
who wash their robes” also fits with the theme of the book because in 7:14 we read about Tribulation martyrs that “washed 
their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.” They will receive a special right to the tree of life and the city. 
For more on these textual issues, see the appendix in this author’s commentary on Revelation.

$  See Rev. 2-3 for several examples of believers that were not obedient. The Laodiceans would be the most obvious example. 60
And yet they are a true congregation of Jesus Christ, who walks among the seven golden lampstands, one of which is in 
Laodicea! Note also 1 Cor. 3:1-15. The believer whose works are figuratively called “wood, hay, or straw” will suffer loss, but 
he himself will be saved, but as through fire!


